Veterans Emergency Relief Foundation


In 2002 VVA Chapter 20 established the Vietnam Era Veterans Emergency Relief Foundation charged with providing emergency assistance to all eligible Vietnam Era veterans who would not qualify for any type of funding from traditional veteran's or human service agencies. Voucher checks are issued to the creditor covering living or health related expenses of up to $1,000.00 with one award per veteran during any given 24 month period.


Applications are received through the Veterans Outreach Center, Monroe County Veterans Service Agency, and the Veterans Administration Vet Center. All recommended applications are reviewed by three members of the Foundation's Board of Directors for approval.


In order to maximize the Foundation's reach to needy veterans in our community, the Board of Directors in 2004 expanded the scope of the emergency relief program to include ALL VETERANS regardless of the time when the person served. 


Primary support for the Foundation's efforts are a result of generous donations from Chapter 20 over the past two years in the amount totaling $25,000.00. The foundation continues to expand its relationships with other organizations to increase awareness and secure additional financial support. Such efforts have resulted in the annual Ride With Eagles fundraiser that has donated $5,000.00 during the same time period. Donations can be accepted by groups or individuals as represented by the generosity of one family that donated $200.00 in memory of a deceased Vietnam veteran after a charity golf tournament in his name was cancelled.

