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U.S. Army Sgt. Patrick Martin, right, an 
infantryman with 1st Battalion, 325th 
Airborne Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade 
Combat Team (BCT), receives a Purple 
Heart from Col. Timothy McAteer, left, 
commander of 2nd BCT, during a ceremony 
at Fort Bragg, N.C., Dec. 21, 2010. Martin 
was awarded the Purple Heart for injuries 
he received in Afghanistan during 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 
U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Seth Laughter/Not Released
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POW-MIA
Joe Peck, Chairperson

Bruce E. Lawrence

	 The US Air Force has released the name of another 
missing Serviceman returned from the Vietnam War, bring-
ing the total to 1,685 Americans still missing and unac-
counted for. 
	 1st Lt. Bruce Edward Lawrence, US Air Force from 
Phillipsburg, New Jersey was a co-pilot on a F-4C jet on an 
armed night reconnaissance mission on July 5, 1968 over 
North Vietnam. His aircraft was hit by hostile anti aircraft fire 
and was witnessed to have burst into flames. No parachutes 
were seen and no beepers were heard. Intense hostile fire 
prevented a daylight search of the area. Lt. Lawrence and 
the pilot were both listed as MIA and later KIA BNR (Killed in 
Action/Body Not Recovered). In June 2011, the US Air Force 
contacted the Lawrence family and notified them of the 
identification of the remains of Lt. Bruce Edward Lawrence. 
The details of where and how Lt. Lawrence’s remains were 
uncovered were not immediately clear. That information will 
be forthcoming from the JPAC and the DPMO. Arrangements 
for the military funeral and location of a final resting place 
have not been decided on at this time.
	 There are also reports of the recovery and identifica-
tion of the following:
•	 Cpl. Edward M. Pedregon, US Army was reported missing 

Nov. 30, 1950 during the battle near the Chosin Reservoir 

A U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) Pacific Tactical Law Enforcement Team member 
completes a vertical insertion drill by fast roping from an HH-60 Jayhawk 
helicopter to the deck of the Coastal Patrol Boat USCG Petrel (WPB 87350) 
at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Calif., April 15, 2011. 
U.S. Coast Guard photo/Released

POW-MIA cont'd on page 13
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	 It was a very difficult time for all of us. The war 
was in its final year, so the force level had been drawn 
down. We were operating in a very large area with a 
much smaller force.
	 June 11, 1972 was a day that resulted in the 
loss of our Scout Platoon Leader, CPT “Dusty” Holm, 
his assistant, LT Jim McQuade, four very experienced 
Aeroscouts (the gutsy enlisted guys who maintained 
the aircraft and flew hanging out of the door with a 
machine gun), one very 
experienced scout pilot 
medically evacuated 
from the theater with 
very serious injuries and 
three OH-6A aircraft. 
One was initially shot 
down by a heat seeking 
missile while on a mis-
sion, and the other two 
in attempts to get in 
and rescue the downed 
crews. That was the quantitative loss. The qualitative 
loss was very high. We were a separate Air Cavalry 
Troop that was very tight knit in sort of a Band of 
Brothers way. An Air Cavalry Troop has scouts, guns 
and lift in its three platoons. Our scout platoon was 
rendered ineffective for a short period until it could be 
properly staffed with replacement and trained back to 
be “fit to fight.”
	 On a personal level, I was very good friends with 
Dusty Holm, and Jim McQuade was actually ferrying 
aircraft for me from Danang to Phu Bai when he heard 
that his platoon leader had been downed. Jim demand-
ed to go in against impossible odds to try to get the 
crew out. The Troop Commander had actually assigned 
Jim to admin flying for a few days to get him out of the 
relentless combat exposure he had experienced since 
the 1972 Easter Offensive had begun. I was the Service 

Platoon Commander responsible for the maintenance 
of our thirty aircraft. Jim was ferrying the OH-6A aircraft 
for me. I wasn’t OH-6A qualified. I flew my combat mis-
sions in the AH1-G Cobra or the UH1-H Huey. 
	 The personal loss was one that has stayed with 
me over the years. It has taken 39 years to get all of our 
crews back from the battlefield. This was the last one. 
We have had several funerals at Arlington as the crews 
have been recovered. I lost my roommate and his crew 

in April of 1972 when his UH1-H was downed on the 
first day of that offensive. I had only been in the Troop 
for a little over a week and I had to pack up his things 
and send them back to his family. I finally met his wife 
in 1995 at his funeral at Arlington.
	 We are all aware of the effect of combat on the 
Veterans, but I have come to really appreciate the 
suffering of their survivors. Dusty Holm’s daughter 
tracked me down through the Vietnam Helicopter 
Pilots’ Association about 10 years ago and wanted 
to talk about her dad. He was killed when she was a 
toddler and she wanted to know what he was really 
like. That was a difficult, and at the same time very 
rewarding, two hour phone call with her in Florida, 
with many tears. The families of the KIA’s and particu-
larly the MIA’s pay a price that is really very hard to 
comprehend.

by
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Editor’s Note: After the 
June BTL was distributed 
I received an email from 
Frank Leggio, who read the 
POW report about Capt. 
Arnold Edward Holm, Jr. I 
invited him to give us some 
insight into the event as it 
was experienced.

I was serving in F Troop U.S Cavalry (Air) on June 11, 1972 when we lost that OH-6A that Wayne Bibbs was on. The pilot 
and Platoon Leader on that mission was CPT Arnold “Dusty” Holms along with the two crews members. The tentative 
plan by the families as I understand it is to have the military funeral “Common Grave” for all three at Arlington National 
Cemetery in October. We lost two other aircraft that day trying to rescue the original aircraft shot down. One other 
OH-6A with two souls was lost and those remains recovered about 10 years ago, the other had one KIA and one WIA 
who eventually recovered from his wounds and is a civilian Medevac pilot in NC. His aeroscout died from the fire after 
being trapped under the crashed OH-6A. June 11, 1972 was a sad day for F Troop 8th U.S. Cavalry (Air).

Capt. Arnold E. Holm, Jr. 
US Army • Waterford, CT 
Excavation of the crash site was made in 
2003 and recovery of the remains of Capt. 
Arnold Edward Holm Jr. and Spec 4 Robin 
Ray Yeakley were made on August 6, 2008. 
They were identified on February 7, 2011.

Info from the Virtual Wall:
www.virtualwall.org
	 In March 1972, the Vietnamese launched a three-
pronged invasion of the South. One NVA force swept south 
across the DMZ, its goal apparently the conquest of the 
Northern provinces and the seizure of Hue. A second NVA 
force drove from Laos into the Central Highlands, and a 
third effort involved a drive from Cambodia into provinces 
northwest of Saigon. 
	 Fierce fighting ensued on all three fronts, with NVA 
success the greatest in the Northern provinces. Fighting 
continued until June, when the North Vietnamese began 
withdrawing from some of their advanced positions, still 
holding considerable amounts of South Vietnamese terri-
tory in the Northern provinces. 
	 On June 11, 1972, CPT Arnold Holm, pilot, PFC Wayne 
Bibbs, gunner, and SP4 Robin Yeakley, observer, were 
aboard an OH-6A observation helicopter flying from Camp 
Eagle to the Northern Provinces of South Vietnam on a visu-
al reconnaissance mission. The function of their "Loach" 
chopper was searching out signs of the enemy around two 
landing zones (LZ's). The OH-6 joined with AH-1G Cobra 
gunships as "Pink Teams" to screen the deployment of air 
cavalry troops. On this day, Holm's aircraft was monitoring 
an ARVN team insertion. 
	 During the mission, Holm reported that he saw enemy 
living quarters, bunkers, and numerous trails. On his sec-
ond pass over a ridge, at about 25 feet altitude, the aircraft 
exploded and burned. It was reported that smoke and white 
phosphorous grenades began exploding before the aircraft 
crashed. After the aircraft impacted with the ground, it 
exploded again. Other aircraft in the area received heavy 
anti-aircraft fire. No one was seen to exit the downed 
helicopter, nor were emergency radio beepers detected. 
	 Another OH-6A (tail #67-16275), crewed by 1LT James 
R. McQuade and SP4 James E. Hackett, tried to enter 
the area of the crashed OH-6A, but encountered heavy 
fire. McQuade's aircraft was hit, and again the onboard 
munitions exploded prior to ground impact. The aircraft 
continued to burn after impact and no crewmen left the 
ship before or after the crash. 
	 No ground search was made for survivors or remains of 
either aircraft because of hostile fire in the area. Five men 
from F Troop, 8th Cavalry, died in the two aircraft: 
In OH-6A tail number 67-16275
	 1LT James R. McQuade, Hoquiam, WA (Dist Svc Cross) 
	 SP4 James E. Hackett, Bradenton, FL 
In OH-6A tail number 68-17344 
	 CPT Arnold E. Holm, Waterford, CT 
	 SP4 Robin R. Yeakley, South Bend, IN 
	 PFC Wayne Bibbs, Blue Island, IL
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	 Purple Heart History began on August 7, 1782, when 
General George Washington issued orders to establish the 
Badge of Military Merit, directing the badge be “the figure 
of a heart in purple cloth or silk edged with narrow lace or 
binding.”
	 Forbidden by the Continental Congress from recogniz-
ing merit through commissions and promotions, Washington 
created the medal to recognize bravery in combat. It is 
believed that few badges were actually awarded during that 
last year of the Revolutionary War. Names of the honorees 
were to have been kept in a “Book of Merit,” but no such 
book is known to exist today.
	 Shortly after the beginning of World War I, General 
John Pershing put forward the idea for a medal acknowledg-
ing meritorious action. In 1927, Army Chief of Staff General 
Charles Summerall tried unsuccessfully to get a bill reviving 
the Badge of Military Merit passed in Congress. In antici-
pation of the bicentennial of Washington’s birth, General 
Douglas MacArthur headed an effort to provide recognition 
of soldiers who had suffered wounds.
	 The first newly-named Purple Heart was awarded to 
General MacArthur in February of 1932. On May 28, 1932, 
at the site of the last encampment of the Continental Army, 
138 World War I veterans received the Purple Hearts. At 
first, Purple Heart History included both meritorious per-

formance of duty and wounds received in combat. When 
Congress established the Legion of Merit award, the Purple 
Heart award was refined to apply only to those who had 
been wounded.
	 The Purple Heart has undergone many changes. The 
award was narrowed to exclude those wounded from frost-
bite and heat stroke, and expanded to include posthumous 
awards. In 2008, a Pentagon panel rejected bestowing 
Purple Hearts to soldiers suffering from post traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD).
	 At first an all-encompassing award for soldiers in the 
U. S. Army, the Purple Heart was extended in 1942 to all 
branches of the military but limited to injuries or death in 
combat. Purple Heart Veterans, who receive ongoing recog-
nitions and dedications as brave servicemen, now embody 
the supreme sacrifices made by Americans in armed con-
flict: the shedding of blood and, frequently, the sacrifice of 
one’s life.
	 An estimated 1.7 million soldiers have become Purple 
Heart Veterans for their bravery since the award’s institu-
tion in 1932. There have been over 7,000 medals issued to 
Americans during the Afghanistan conflict and over 35,000 
issued in the Iraq War. The medal has also recently acknowl-
edged those in peacekeeping forces and terrorist attacks, 
including civilians who exhibit unique courage.

HISTORY OF THE purple heart

An estimated 1.7 
mil l ion soldiers 
have become 
Purple Hear t 

Veterans for their 
bravery since 

the award’s 
institution in 

1932. There have 
been over 7,000 
medals issued to 
Americans during 

the Afghanistan 
conf l ict and over 
35,000 issued in 

the Iraq War.

A U.S. Soldier with 4th 
Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry 
Regiment wears the Purple 
Heart he received April 29, 
2011, during an end of tour 
award ceremony in Afghanistan. 
U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Audrey Glynn/Released
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Coast Guard

U.S. Coast Guard reservists with Marine Security Detachment 
Cincinnati ferry an emergency response team across the 

flooded community of Brookport, Ill., in a Disaster Area 
Response Team (DART) boat May 4, 2011. The DART 

worked with local and federal agencies to assist rain-soaked 
communities throughout southern Illinois. 

U.S. Coast Guard photo by Isaac D. Pacheco/Released)

	 The U.S. Coast Guard is one of the five armed forces 
of the United States and the only military organization within 
the Department of Homeland Security. The Coast Guard 
protects against hazards to people, maritime commerce, 
and the environment. It defends our maritime borders and 
saves those in peril. The Coast Guard responds quickly to 
disasters to restore the nation’s waterways. It helps sustain 
the Marine Transportation System, which carries 99% of 
U.S. imports and exports. When called upon, the Coast 
Guard defends the nation at home and abroad alongside the 
other armed forces.
	 The Coast Guard is this nation's oldest maritime agen-
cy. The history of the Service is very complicated because 
it is a blend of five Federal agencies - the US Lighthouse 
Service (est. 1789), the Revenue Marine (est.1790), the 
Steamboat Inspection Service (est. 1838), US Lifesaving 
Service (est. 1848), the Bureau of Navigation (est.1884), 
and the. These were originally independent, but had overlap-
ping authorities and were shuffled around the government.
They sometimes received new names, and they were all 
finally united under the umbrella of the Coast Guard. The 
multiple missions and responsibilities of the modern Service 
are directly tied to this diverse heritage and the magnificent 
achievements of all of these agencies.
	 The Coast Guard has traditionally performed two roles 

in wartime. The first has been to augment the Navy with 
men and cutters. The second has been to undertake special 
missions, for which peacetime experiences have prepared 
the Service with unique skills. The Coast Guard performed 
primarily a supporting role during the Korean Conflict. Its 
principal contributions were improving communications 
and meteorological services plus assuring port security and 
proper ammunition handling. 
	 The Coast Guard also served in Vietnam perform-
ing duties uniquely suited to the specialized skills of the 
Service. In 1965, 26 82-foot Coast Guard cutters were 
ordered to Vietnam. These were used in the "brown water" 
war, attempting to interdict Vietcong and North Vietnamese 
infiltration and logistics. In 1966 the first ocean-going 
cutters augmented the Navy and Coast Guard surveillance 
forces already in Vietnam. Coast Guardsmen were also 
detailed to improve port security, especially in Saigon, to 
assist with problems involving the Merchant Marine, and to 
teach workmen the basics of safe handling of ammunition 
and other dangerous cargoes. An in-country navigation 
system was created and a Loran network was set up for 
Southeast Asia. "Vietnamization" began in February 1969 
and was concluded by December 1971. In all, 56 Coast 
Guard cutters served in Vietnam.
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•	 Saves 13 lives
•	 Responds to 64 search and rescue cases
•	 Rescues 77% of mariners in imminent danger
•	 Keeps 959 pounds of cocaine off the streets
•	 Saves $260,000 in property
•	 Interdicts 10 undocumented migrants trying to 

enter the United States
•	 Services 49 buoys and fixes 21 discrepancies 

(such as buoys moved by a hurricane)
•	 Provides a presence in all major ports
•	 Screens 679 commercial vessels and 170,000 

crew and passengers

•	 Issues 200 credentials to merchant mariners
•	 Inspects 70 containers
•	 Inspects 33 vessels for compliance with air 

emissions standards
•	 Performs 30 safety and environmental 

examinations of foreign vessels entering U.S. 
ports

•	 Boards 15 fishing boats to ensure compliance 
with fisheries laws

•	 Investigates 12 marine accidents
•	 Responds to and investigates 10 pollution 

incidents

•	 Does security boardings of 5 high interest 
vessels

•	 Escorts 4 high-value U.S. Navy vessels 
transiting U.S. waterways

•	 Identifies one individual with terrorism 
associations

•	 Has 6 patrol boats and 400 personnel:
•	 Protecting Iraq’s offshore oil infrastructure
•	 Training Iraqi naval forces
•	 Keeping sea lanes secure in the Arabian Gulf

U.S. Navy Diver 2nd Class Justin 
McMillen, right, from Mobile Diving 
and Salvage Unit 2, holds a lift line 
as Barbados Coast Guard Ordinary 
Seaman Romando Thomas inflates 
an underwater lift bag during Navy 

Diver-Southern Partnership Station in 
Bridgetown, Barbados, June 8, 2011. 

Navy Diver-Southern Partnership 
Station is a multinational partnership 

engagement designed to increase 
interoperability and partner nation 

capacity through diving operations. 
DoD photo by Mass Communication Specialist 
1st Class Jayme Pastoric, U.S. Navy/Released

1.	 Ports, waterways, and coastal security
2.	 Drug interdiction
3.	 Aids to navigation
4.	 Search and rescue
5.	 Living marine resources
6.	 Marine safety
7.	 Defense readiness
8.	 Migrant interdiction
9.	 Marine environmental protection
10.	 Ice operations
11.	 Other law enforcement

In an average day, the Coast Guard…

By law, the Coast 
Guard has 
11 missions:
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>>>>> photography and digital art to match your mood >>>>>

Various topics are offered from military / 
veteran oriented, patriotic, scenic,

landscapes, nature, botanical, animals,
fantasy, in a variety of sizes and gift items

Gary T. Redlinski        Email: gtredlinskiphotos@frontiernet.net
Rochester, New York

www.GTRedphotos.com

497 Stone Road
Rochester, NY 14616

(585) 865-7370

C.M.
Gifts and Militaria

Est: 1987

Medals, Badges, Patches, Ribbons, Caps
Clothing, Boots, Gear, Buckles, Flags,
Award Cases, Military Rings and Watches

Charles Rabidoux
USMC 1957-61
2nd Mar. Div.

SENATOR 
JOSEPH E. ROBACH

NEW YORK
STATE

SENATE

2300 WEST RIDGE ROAD
ROCHESTER, NY 14626

(585) 225-3650

ROOM 902
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING

ALBANY, NY 12247
(518) 455-2909 • FAX (518) 426-6938

E-MAIL: ROBACH@SENATE.STATE.NY.US

Do you know
a veteran 
who is
homeless?

The VA’s National
Homeless Veterans Hotline

1-877-424-3838
24/7 365 days/per year

The Hotline is staffed at the Canandaigua VA Medical Center in conjunction with 
the National Suicide Prevention services. Studies show a huge correlation with 

needs required by one or the other services provided at the time of the call.

Condolences
	 It seems our losses are becoming more frequent. Friends and relatives 
struggle with illness and disease and ultimately succumb. Please keep the 
following in your thoughts and prayers:
•	 Rick and Nancy Switzer, for the loss of Rick’s brother Joseph B. Switzer III 

(US Air Force veteran)
•	 The family of Bob Cenzi (USMC veteran)
•	 Rosemary Rossi-Williams, for the loss of her son, Sean M. Williams
	 If you learn of a passing, please inform a Board member or our chaplain, 
Tom Puff.

picnic
Gen
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 • 6:30pm
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Dakota
Bike Run

Photos by 
Dick Douglas
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Turn your 
old car into 

a valuable gift.
Donate it today.

Call 224-8484
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 20, Car Donation, LLC.

496 Long Pond Road
North of Latta Road

585–225-1560 

Check out our 
Homemade Desserts!

Your Hosts, 
Bill & John Tegas

Another 
Year's Ride
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Stop Loss Pay
It’s Your Money.

General Procedure
•	 Eligible individuals meeting criteria may submit an application between 

October 21, 2009 & October 21, 2011. 
•	 Eligible members should visit their specific service's Web site and submit 

their application on-line; on-line submission provides a claim number, 
allows for automated status updates, and provides a means for the military 
service to contact the applicant.

•	 If eligible members do not have internet access, they should print, com-
plete and sign Department of Defense Form 2944, Claim for Retroactive 
Stop Loss Payment. Next, choose the appropriate method for submitting 
the claim form and available supporting documents based on your service 
specifications. This information can be found on your service's stop loss 
Web site.

By law, there’s no authorization to make payments on 
claims submitted after October 21, 2011.

www.defense.gov/stoploss

Apply Now For Retroactive Stop Loss Special Pay
The following service-specific sites provide more information and allow you to 
begin the RSLSP claim process.
Army:	 877-736-5554 • www.stoplosspay.army.mil/
	 RetroStopLossPay@CONUS.Army.Mil
Marine Corps: 877-242-2830, https://www.manpower.usmc.mil/stoploss, 
	 stoploss@usmc.mil 
Navy:	 901-874-4427 • www.npc.navy.mil/NR/rdonlyres/17616FA4-7E5B-
	 43D1-829A-D5AAA3FE01D4/0/7220410CH34APR2011CD.pdf
	 NXAG_N132C@navy.mil 
Air Force: 800-525-0102 • www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/stoploss/
	 afpc.dpsos.stoploss@randolph.af.mil (active)
	 arpc.contactcenter@arpc.denver.af.mil (guard/reserve)

“... in case you had forgotten, the 2009 War Supplemental Appropriations Act authorized retroactive stop loss special pay 
of $500 for every month/partial month served in stop loss status. Service members, veterans, and beneficiaries of ser-
vice members who were involuntarily extended under stop loss between 9/11 and September 30th 2009 are eligible. 
The Congress generously set aside $534.4 million to pay out those funds, but as of the end of last month only $219 mil-
lion in claims have been paid. We’ve used all kinds of different ways to reach out to people and let them know, including 
letters to homes and help from Veteran/Military Service Organizations. But there are still those who have yet to apply. So, 
with the deadline fast approaching, I’m asking everyone who reads this blog to pass it on to anyone else you think needs 
to see it. Qualifying individuals have served -- or are still serving -- their country nobly and deserve to be paid the money 
they’ve earned. The application process is simple and straightforward. No strings attached. But once the deadline passes, 
we cannot by law extend it. So jump online and check it out at: www.defense.gov/stoploss. It’s your money.” 

–Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
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Are you a veteran looking 
for a way to assist your 
fellow veterans?
Volunteer as a 
Peer Mentor in Monroe 
County Veterans Court.

If you are interested, please contact Michael Volkmer, 
Court Coordinator of Veterans Court at (585) 428-4428

Peer mentors are veterans 
who assist and support 
fellow veterans in the Criminal 
Justice System. Typical duties include 
appearing in court and maintaining 
contact with the veteran.

A Peer Mentor Provides:
•	 Emotional Support
•	 Insight necessary for the Veteran to successfully 
	 complete the Veterans Court
•	 Assistance to the Veteran in resolving their 
	 concerns about the court procedures
•	 Assistance to the Veteran in accessing and 
	 navigating the Veterans Affair System

Vietnam Veterans of America
THRIFT STORE, CHAPTER 20, LLC 

1199 East Main Street, Rochester, NY 14609

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm
Saturday 9:00am - 5:00pm

Car Donations 8:30am - 5:00pm
Truck Pick-up: 9am - 4:30pm 

(weather permitting)

~ Delivery Available ~
Truck Pick-up #482-8016
Thrift Store #482-8036

All donations go to the Thrift 
Store at the address above.

DAVID J. KAUFFMAN POST #41
JEWISH WAR VETERANS

THE OLDEST ACTIVE VETERANS
ORGANIZATION

SUPPORTS THE VIETNAM VETS

LARRY SCHULMAN, QUARTERMASTER, 271-6967

The Newest Post in Monroe County
Greece Memorial Post 206

A casual
Meeting the 3rd Thursday of the month 6:30 - 7:45 pm

at
The Legacy at Park Crescent — Mt. Read Blvd.

For details, please call 227-4383 or 225-4228.
Help Base Greater Rochester 

(www.hbrochester.org) is an online resource for veterans, 

service members, and their families in Monroe, Livingston, 

Ontario, Seneca, Wayne and Yates Counties. The mission of 

Help Base Greater Rochester is to enhance services by coor-

dinating, mobilizing and educating the community-at-large 

about the issues facing veterans, service members, and their 

families and advocating for the necessary services to ensure 

that these community members can regain and maintain 

their physical, emotional, and economic well-being. www.visn2.va.gov

      Mary Anne Vitticore
Women Veterans Program Manager 

Canandaigua VA Medical Center
400 Fort Hill Ave.

Canandaigua, NY 14424

p:(585) 393-7621 
c:(585) 490-9370

maryanne.vitticore@va.govwww.visn2.va.gov

      Mary Anne Vitticore
Women Veterans Program Manager 

Canandaigua VA Medical Center
400 Fort Hill Ave.

Canandaigua, NY 14424

p:(585) 393-7621 
c:(585) 490-9370

maryanne.vitticore@va.gov
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No, this doesn’t mean the VA will pay for your trip to Aruba or Paris – though 
many of you did get an all expense paid trip or two back in the sixties. There 
are, however, travel benefits you may be eligible for in association with obtaining 
VA health services – mileage reimbursement or special mode transport.

Veterans 
Travel 
Benefits
You qualify if
•	 You have a service-connected (SC) rating of 30% of more, or
•	 You are traveling for treatment of a SC condition, or
•	 You receive a VA pension, or
•	 Your income does not exceed the maximum annual VA pension rate, or
•	 You are traveling for a scheduled compensation or pension examination.

You qualify for Special Mode Transportation 
(ambulance, wheelchair van, etc.) if
•	 Your medical condition requires an ambulance or a specially equipped van 

as determined by a VA clinician, and
•	 You meet one of the eligibility criteria listed above, and
•	 The travel is pre-authorized (authorization is not required for emergencies if 

a delay would be hazardous to life or health).

For detailed information visit the following links for VA National Income Thresholds:
http://www.va.gov/healtheligibility/library/pubs/VAIncomeThresholds

and Pension income thresholds:
http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/rates/pen01.htm

Further information can be found in the Beneficiary Travel “Frequently Asked Questions” (FAQ) at:
http://www.va.gov/healtheligibility/Library/FAQs/BeneTravelFAQ.asp

Mileage Rates
General Travel	 41.5¢
Scheduled appointments qualify for round trip mileage. Unscheduled visits 
may be limited to return mileage only.

Deductible	 $3.00 one-way ($6.00 round trip)
Deductible requirement is subject to a monthly cap of $18.00. Upon reach-
ing $18 in deductibles of 6 one-way (3 round) trip, whichever comes first, 
travel payments made for the balance of that particular month will be free 
of deductible charges.

NOTE: A waiver of the deductible will be provided if you are eligible for travel 
and you
•	 Are in receipt of a VA pension or
•	 Are a non service-connected (NSC) Veteran and your previous year’s income 

does not exceed, or your projected current calendar year’s income, in the 
year of application will not exceed the applicable VA pension rate, or

•	 Are a SC Veteran and your previous year’s income does not exceed, or your 
projected current calendar year’s income, in the year of application will not 
exceed the applicable national means test income threshold or,

•	 Are traveling for a scheduled compensation or pension examination.
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Rochester’s gateway to local healthcare information.

brought to you by

©2010 Rochester Health, Inc.   Rochester Health, Inc. is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
community-focused organization delivering local healthcare information.

A nonprofit community resource featuring content provided by local 
physicians, dentists, hospitals and allied-health professionals.

FRONT & CENTER
North Korea. His remains were identified May 4, 2011.

•	 Staff Sgt. Marvin J. Steinford, US Army Air Corps was reported missing 
March 24, 1945 after bailing out of a B-17 G Flying Fortress Bomber over 
Gic, Hungary. His remains were exhumed from an unmarked grave near 
Zirc, Hungary in July 2009 and identified and returned to his family on 
June 20, 2011. He was buried June 21st in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

•	 Capt. Leonard E. Olcutt, 2nd Lt. Harry L. Bedard, 2nd Lt. Robert S. 
Emerson, Tech. Sgt. Louis H. Miller and Staff Sgt. George L. Winkler, all 
members of the US Army Air Corps were reported missing April 3, 1945 
near Leyte, Philippines while on board a B-25 Mitchell Bomber. In 2008 
the remains were recovered and all were identified on June 21, 2011. 
Winkler and Miller were buried in Arlington National Cemetery, Orcutt was 
buried in Oakland, CA., Bedard was buried in Dayton, Minn. And Emerson 
is scheduled to be buried in Norway, Maine.

	 Many years have passed, but our hopes and prayers have not. We all 
have faith that someday all our missing loved ones will be brought home to 
their families and to a grateful Nation. Their sacrifices have made what we 
have and who we are today, a free Nation. Never forget those who gave so 
much for our freedom and way of life. To our missing brothers, 

Welcome Home
You Were Never Forgotten

POW-MIA cont'd from page 2

Is someone you love serving 
in the military in Afghanistan, 
Iraq or Kuwait? You can now 
schedule a video conference 
with your soldier for FREE!

Freedom Calls

U.S. Marines with Quick Response Force, II Marine Expeditionary Force board 
a U.S. Army Chinook helicopter at Al Asad Air Base, Iraq, while preparing for a 
tactical recovery of aircraft and personnel exercise at Forward Operating Base 

Rawah, Iraq. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Michael L. Haas/Released)

The Freedom Calls Center is located in the lower 
link level of the Bausch & Lomb Public Library 
Building and is available by appointment only. 
Call 428-8304 to find out how to schedule a call 
to your soldier today! 

This service is provided courtesy of the Rochester Public 
Library, the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 20, the 
Freedom Calls Foundation and the County of Monroe.

Camps You Can Call:
Afghanistan
Bagram Airfield

Iraq
Camp Taji
Camp Baharia
Camp Taqaddum

Al Asad Airbase
Camp Victory

Kuwait
Camp Arifjan
Ali Al Saleem Airbase
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Valmar Properties 
& Remodeling

Valentino G. Gatto

585-227-2741

cell 585-259-9605

vgatto@rochester.rr.com

459 South Avenue, Rochester, New York 14620

www.veteransbusinesscouncil.org
For More Information Email

jocene.preston@veteransbusinesscouncil.org

U.S.S. LIBERTY (AGTR-5)

JOHN M. HRANKOWSKI
SURVIVOR

45 Drumcliff Way • Rochester, N.Y. 14612
1-585-225-0385
E-Mail: USSLIBTY@Rochester.RR.com
Web Page:     http://www.USSLiberty.org

William H. Wallace
Certified Public Accountant

636 Middle Road
Henrietta, NY 14467 585-334-5352

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:_ __________________________________________________ 	 Date of Birth:__________________________________	 Sex: q M  q F

Address:__________________________________________________ 	 Home Phone:	 (______ )_ _____________________________________

City:_____________________________________________________ 	 Work Phone:	 (______ )_ _____________________________________

Zip:__________________________ Country:_ ____________________ 	 Email Address:____________________________________ 	 q W  q H

Chapter # (if known)_ _________________________________________ 	 Sponsor:__________________________________________________

Vietnam Veterans of 
America, Chapter 20

I am not a Vietnam Vet, but I want to help Vietnam veterans and their families. Please accept my 
donation:___________________q AVVA Membership
q $10   q $20   q $50   q Other ($________)   

Eligibility: Vietnam and Vietnam-era veterans who served on active duty in the U.S. Military (for 
other than training purposes) between February 28, 1961 and May 7, 1975 (in-country Vietnam), 
or between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 (for Vietnam-era veterans).

Term:	 q 1 year: $20	 q	 Life Membership: $250 (ages 49 & under), $225 (ages 50- 55),
	 q 3 years: $50	 	 $200 (ages 56-60), $175 (ages 61-65), $150 (ages 66 & over)

Payment Options:    q Check     q Money Order

Return this application, along with a copy of your DD214, to: 
Attn: Membership, Vietnam Veterans of America, P.O. Box 22664, Rochester, NY 14692

VVA is a non-profit veterans service organization. Programs and services are funded by member 
dues and public donations.
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Between the
Lines
Between the Lines is 
published monthly by 
Chapter 20, Vietnam 
Veterans of America. 
The views and opinions 
expressed are not neces-
sarily those of Chapter 20 
or the Vietnam Veterans 
of America, its officers, 
board of directors or the 
general membership. 
No subscription fee is 
charged for this publica-
tion, and inclusion on the 
mailing list is available 
on request. Between the 
Lines can also be viewed 
on the Chapter 20 web-
site at www.vva20.org. 

We welcome letters to 
the editor, poetry, origi-
nal articles and sug-
gestions. Submissions 
should include name and 
phone number and can 
be sent to Between the 
Lines, P.O. Box 12580, 
Rochester, NY 14612 or 
emailed to kathy14470@
msn.com. We reserve the 
right to edit for space 
and clarity and to not use 
materials we think inap-
propriate for the publica-
tion. Deadline for sub-
missions for each issue is 
the 5th of the preceding 
month. Exceptions may 
be granted by contacting 
the editor.

Between the Lines runs 
paid advertisements to 
help defray the costs 
associated with publi-
cation and as a conve-
nience to our readers. 
Chapter 20 does not 
endorse any advertiser 
or guarantee satisfaction 
with goods or services 
provided.

COMMITTEE CONTACTS
Between The Lines...................Kathy Gleason • kathy14470@msn.com • 978-1331
Chaplain......................................... Tom Puff • tpuff@frontiernet.net • 227-3426 (h)
Chapter Gear....................... Valentino Gatto • vgatto@rochester.rr.com • 227-2741
Comm. Service/Pub. Affairs.....................................................................................
Constitution............................... Fred Elliott • felliott@rochester.rr.com • 288-5756
Finance..........................................Hank Wallace • whwnbt@rit.edu • 334-5352 (h)
Health Affairs....Jerry McDermott • jmcdermott@murphynolan.com • 313-8188 (c)
	 Sue Oleksyn • soleksyn@yahoo.com • 663-5255
Honor Guard................... Chuck Macaluso • chuckmac66@yahoo.com • 225-8288
Incarcerated Veterans................. Ron Trovato • Ronbo215@gmail.com • 544-8470
Marching Unit............. Hank Wallace • 334-5352 (h) / Valentino Gatto • 227-2741
Membership............ Ralph Pascale • 755-2560 (c) / Mike General • 227-4383 (h) 
Memorial........................ Chuck Macaluso • chuckmac66@yahoo.com • 225-8288
Minority Affairs..................... Juil Robinson • juilrobinsonjr@yahoo.com • 775-3127
POW/MIA................................ Joe Peck • jpeck2@rochester.rr.com • 734-9046 (c)
Social Events............................................................................................................
Speakers Bureau........................... Geno Lenyk • gnl3153@ntid.rit.edu • 423-0206
Veterans Affairs/Benefits.......Pat Pudetti • patrickusmc1@yahoo.com • 753-6040 
Veterans Walk................. Chuck Macaluso • chuckmac66@yahoo.com • 225-8288

VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS 
AND INFORMATION
Greater Rochester Vietnam  

Veterans Memorial........................585-753-7275
	 (enter 9; enter 2 to leave a message)

Ira Jacobson American Legion  
Post #474............................................. 663-7030

VA Clinic - 465 Westfall Road................... 463-2600
Veterans Outreach Center..........................546-1081
Vet Center.................................................. 232-5040
Veterans Administration.....................800-827-1000
Monroe County Veterans Service Agency.....753-6040
	 e-mail: serviceofficer@yahoo.com
Veterans Benefits Hotline...................800-827-1000
Veterans Bill of Rights....................... 800-342-3358
VA Medical Center in Batavia............. 585-297-1000
VA Hospital in Buffalo........................ 716-834-9200
VA Medical Center in Canandaigua........... 394-2000
VA Medical Center in Bath................ 607-664-4000
V.V. of America in Washington.............800-VVA-1316
V.V. Memorial Fund “The Wall”.......... 202-393-0090
Nat.’l Lge. of Fam. MIA/POW  

Updates........................................ 202-223-6846
Richards House.........................................506-9060
The Resource Center................................. 546-4250
Stars & Stripes.......................................... 546-3524
Persian Gulf Vets, Inc................................385-4097
Operation Welcome Home........................ 234-4694
National Caregivers Support Line..... 1-855-260-3274
Homeless Hotline...............................877-424-3838
Suicide Hotline...................................800-273-8255

WEB SITES/E-MAIL ADDRESSES
Veterans Widows International Network:
	 members@aol.com/vetwindows
NYS Department Health: www.health.state.

ny.us/nyvets
Vietnam Veterans Memorial at Highland 

Park: www.rochestervietnammemorial.org/
The_Memorial.html

Operation Welcome Home: 
	 www.operationwelcomehome.org
VVA New York State Council: 
	 www.nyvietnamvets.org
Honor Flight: www.HonorFlightRochester.org

MISCELLANEOUS
VVA 20 Thrift Store, LLC Mgmt.,  

Beth Affeldt...........................................482-8036
Donation Pick-up........................................482-8016
VVA Vehicle Donations................................224-8484
VVA Chapter 20.............. info@vva20.org • 482-7396

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Ken Moore............... 17CAV@rochester.rr.com • 392-0269 (h) • 576-9000 (c) 
Valentino Gatto........................................ vgatto@rochester.rr.com • 227-2741
Joe Peck.......................................... jpeck2@rochester.rr.com • 734-9046 (c)
Hank Wallace..................................................whwnbt@rit.edu • 334-5352 (h)

DIRECTORS
Lou Cavicchioli.....................................lcavic243@gmail.com • 757-412-8485 
Dan Corona.............................................. nycorona@juno.com • 406-6108 (c)
Mike General.......................................... mwgeneral@aol.com • 227-4383 (h)
Tom Hetherington........................................vthether@aol.com • 964-7964 (h)
Chuck Macaluso, GRVVM............... chuckmac66@yahoo.com • 225-8288 (h)
Jerry McDermott.....................jmcdermott@murphynolan.com • 313-8188 (c)
Don Nealon.................................. dnealon1@rochester.rr.com • 392-6052 (h)
Dick Oleksyn...........................................roleksyn@yahoo.com • 663-5255 (h)
Pat Pudetti.....................................patrickusmc1@yahoo.com • 753-6040 (w)
Ron Trovato.......................................... Ronbo215@gmail.com • 544-8470 (h)

STATE COUNCIL
Nick DeLeo...........................................ndeleo52@yahoo.com • 334-7043 (h)
Fred Elliott.............................................. felliott@rochester.rr.com • 288-5756
Valentino Gatto........................................ vgatto@rochester.rr.com • 227-2741 
Ken Moore............... 17CAV@rochester.rr.com • 392-0269 (h) • 576-9000 (c)
Jerry McDermott.................... jmcdermott@murphynolan.com • 313-8188 (c)
Pat Pudetti.....................................patrickusmc1@yahoo.com • 753-6040 (w)

REGION 2 DIRECTOR
Fred Elliott.............................................. felliott@rochester.rr.com • 288-5756

c=cell    h=home    w=work

CONTACT INFORMATION
P. O. Box 22664, Rochester, NY 14692 • www.vva20.org • (585) 482-7396 • Fax (585) 482-5513
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CONSULTATION & PREPARATION
Year-Round. By Appointment Service

1732 Winton Rd. N.
Phone (585) 288-8465 • Fax: (585) 288-8465

J Max Lill 
288-2070

www.industrialfurnace.com

Industrial 
Furnace

Could 
someone 
you know 
be in 
crisis?

1-800-273-TALK or 1-800-273-8255
24/7 365 days/per year 

Provides professional counseling to veterans, their family members or friends.

The VA’s National Suicide Crisis Line

MEETINGS

Special Events
August 11 - General Membership Meeting and 
	 Picnic, 6:30 pm

Membership
August 11
September 15
October 13

November 10
December 8

NYSC Meetings Owego, NY
September 10

BOD
August 1 
September 12
October 3

November 7
December 5

Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 20, Rochester, NY
P.O. Box 22664
Rochester, NY 14692

1 MON	 •	 Board of Directors, 7:00 pm 
4 THU	 •	 Coast Guard Day - U. S. Coast Guard established August 4, 1790 
6 SAT	 •	 Bombing of Hiroshima - August 6, 1945 
	 •	 Phelps Sauerkraut Festival and Parade, 2:00 pm - Phelps, NY 
7 SUN	 •	 Purple Heart Medal established, 1782 
11 THU	 •	 General Membership Meeting/Annual Membership Picnic - 6:30 pm  at the 
		  Italian-American Sports Club, 1250 Buffalo Road, between Howard Rd. and 
		  Rt. 390 
12 FRI	 •	 Hamlin Firemen’s Carnival Parade, 7:00 pm 
14 SUN	 •	 Japan surrendered, ending World War II, 1945 
15 MON	 •	 Woodstock opened 1969 
20 SAT	 •	 Warriors Day Parade, Toronto, Canada - Contact Tim Sturm for more 
		  information at 585-266-7787

"New York City celebrating the 
surrender of Japan. They threw 
anything and kissed anybody 
in Times Square." - Lt. Victor 
Jorgensen, August 14, 1945 
Photo courtesy of National Archives


