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Courtesy of the University of Texas Libraries, The University of Texas at Austin

James
Richard
Dennison

hief Petty Officer Henry H. Herrin was a 
photographer’s mate aboard an RA3B aircraft 
flown by LTDCR James R. Dennison and co-
pilot LTJG Terrence H. Hanley assigned a mis-

sion over North Vietnam. Their plan was to fly from the U.S. 
Naval Air Station, Cubi Point, Phillipines to their target area 
and then recover at Da Nang Air Base, South Vietnam for 
refueling and return trip. The mission was for surveillance of 
the enemy lines of communication to determine truck traffic. 
The mission was flown under radio silence, but was under 
surveillance by an airborne radar control aircraft.
 Emergency egress from the aircraft is accomplished by 
sliding down a chute in the bottom of the aircraft. All crew-
members were equipped with survival radios and survival kits 
containing flare pencils. The aircraft flew out to sea approxi-
mately 20 miles and turned southeast. No further contact 
was made with the aircraft. 
 An intensive search and rescue operation was called in 
consisting of surface units, helicopter and fixed wing aircraft. 
It was terminated with negative results. The area in which the 
aircraft was lost was one heavily traveled by aircraft, fishing 
junks and coastal shipping.
 All three men were placed in Missing in Action status, 
which was maintained until after the war ended.

C

 NAME: James Richard Dennison
 RANK/BRANCH: 04/US Navy
 UNIT: Heavy Photographic  Squadron 61, USS ORISKANY (CVA-34)
 DATE OF BIRTH: 28 February 1934
 HOME CITY OF RECORD: Rochester NY
 DATE OF LOSS: 01 January 1968
 COUNTRY OF LOSS: North Vietnam/Over Water
 STATUS (in 1973): Missing in Action
 OTHER PERSONNEL IN INCIDENT: Henry H. Herrin; Terrence H. Hanley (missing)
 REMARKS: LOST AT SEA

Fe
at

ur
es In a letter from Carolyn Dennison:

 “After many search and recovers for several days, no 
trace of the aircraft was found over land or sea.  Our chil-
dren at the time were 2 ½ and 4 months old. I returned 
some months later to Corpus Christi, TX to await word. 
Dick received his Commander’s promotion while a MIA.
 In 1970, I spent 15 plus days in Paris attempting to 
gain info from the North Vietnam Delegation; was finally 
granted an audience, but learned absolutely nothing.  They 
didn’t appreciate the bad publicity they were getting with 
me being in the City.  They really wanted to get rid of 
me and told me to go home and ask my Government. I 
worked very closely with the MIA organization locally and 
Nationally.  Dick was declared KIA in May 1973, shortly 
after the POW’s were released.”
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Vietnam Veterans of America
THRIFT STORE, CHAPTER 20, LLC 

1199 East Main Street, Rochester, NY 14609

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm
Saturday 9:00am - 5:00pm

Car Donations 8:30am - 5:00pm
Truck Pick-up: 9am - 4:30pm 

(weather permitting)

DAVID J. KAUFFMAN POST #41
JEWISH WAR VETERANS

THE OLDEST ACTIVE VETERANS
ORGANIZATION

SUPPORTS THE VIETNAM VETS

LARRY SCHULMAN, QUARTERMASTER, 271-6967

497 Stone Road
Rochester, NY 14616

(585) 865-7370

C.M.
Gifts and Militaria

Est: 1987

Medals, Badges, Patches, Ribbons, Caps
Clothing, Boots, Gear, Buckles, Flags,
Award Cases, Military Rings and Watches

Charles Rabidoux
USMC 1957-61
2nd Mar. Div.

SENATOR 
JOSEPH E. ROBACH

NEW YORK
STATE

SENATE

2300 WEST RIDGE ROAD
ROCHESTER, NY 14626

(585) 225-3650

ROOM 902
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING

ALBANY, NY 12247
(518) 455-2909 • FAX (518) 426-6938

E-MAIL: ROBACH@SENATE.STATE.NY.US

>>>>> photography and digital art to match your mood >>>>>

Various topics are offered from military / 
veteran oriented, patriotic, scenic,

landscapes, nature, botanical, animals,
fantasy, in a variety of sizes and gift items

Gary T. Redlinski        Email: gtredlinskiphotos@frontiernet.net

Rochester, New York

www.GTRedphotos.com

BETSY LOMBARDO
Veterans Advocate

DEBRA SLOANE
Retail Offi ce Assistant

The only store where you can buy 

America’s Flag

455 South Avenue • Rochester, NY 14620
Tel: 585-546-FLAG • Fax: 585-546-5978

A project of the Veterans 
Outreach Center, Inc.

from
America’s Veterans

TOM DAVIS
INCOME TAX

CONSULTATION & PREPARATION
Year-Round. By Appointment Service

1732 Winton Rd. N.
Phone (585) 288-8465 • Fax: (585) 288-8465

Rochester
      New York

~ Delivery Available ~
Truck Pick-up #482-8016
Thrift Store #482-8036

All donations go to the Thrift 
Store at the address above.

J Max Lill 
288-2070

www.industrialfurnace.com

Industrial 
Furnace
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every Friday from 5:00pm to 8:00pm
Ira Jacobson Post Home

90 St. Johns Park
$9.00/person

Includes French fries, cole slaw and bread
Please make reservations by the Wednesday before

663-7030

WETZEL ASSOCIATES  
Telecommunications Engineering Consultation
Business Continuity Planning

Lawrence R. Wetzel, PE
21 Bridgewood Drive Fairport, New York 14450
(585) 474-4883 lwetzel42@frontiernet.net

24/7 365 days/per year 
provides professional counseling to 

veterans, their family members or friends.

The VA’s National 
Suicide Crisis Line

1-800-273-TALK 
or 

1-800-273-8255

Then 
& Now

Haddock Fish Fry

Summary of 2008 donations FROM the store – 
 Homeless Veterans Program 
     (through the voucher system) - $ 6,571
 Pirate Toy Fund - $ 4,600
 Neighborhood churches - $ 2,500

(The Thrift Store also donates items to any teacher 
(with ID) who is stocking his/her classroom out of 
their own pocket.)

What a terrific job!

News from the 
Thrift Store
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hear this: news & notes
Framed "Hero" Photos Wanted
Gunny, owner of Gunny’s Grub and Pub on North Greece 
Road (just north of Latta Road) invites veterans to submit 
framed photos for his Gunny’s Heroes wall display, hon-
oring veterans of all branches and all generations. This 
was the site for the recent annual Marching Unit/Honor 
Guard St. Patrick’s Day gathering. Thanks, Gunny, for your 
hospitality!

Correction
In last month’s BTL, we listed the name of our featured 
POW as Hans Hubert Grauert. Though that name appears 
in numerous listings, Gail Bologna-Melens of our POW 
Committee informs me that there is a more commonly used 
middle name of Herbert. Our apologies for not catching this 
detail to include in the original article. 

Agent Orange Booklet
Chapter 20 has reprinted a booklet on Agent Orange. 
Copies are available by contacting the Chapter office.

Veterans Service Eligibility – website 
for info for priority group and restrictions:
https://www.va.gov/healtheligibility/Library/pubs/EPG/
EnrollmentPriorityGroups.pdf

Important Info About VA Westfall 
Specialty Clinics: 
By April 1, 2009, many of the specialty clinics will move to 
the Clinton Crossing location, Bldg. B, at 919 Westfall Rd. 
All phone numbers will remain the same. Clinics included 
in the move are Eye, Podiatry, Cardiology, Chiropractics, 
Neurology and Dermatology. (if space and size allows, 
please include picture Clinton_Crossing.jpg

Thank you from the troops:
I would like to thank you for the care package that you 
sent me. My platoon and I found great joy and pleasure 
from getting the stuff that you sent us. It was very 
thoughtful and appreciated. I would also like to thank 
you and all other vets that have served before me for 
your services and sacrifices that you have made. Without 
men like this, this country would not be what it is today. I 
would also like to thank you for letting me serve this great 
nation by serving before me.
 			   SPC. Kenyon, Brian

GySgt Daniel N. McDermott (the favorite Marine Corps nephew 
of our own Jerry McDermott) pays tribute by decorating his 
50 cal mount with Chapter 20 decals.
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roll call: b.o.d. attendance 2009
NAME 1/5 2/2 3/2 4/6 5/4 6/1 7/6 8/3 9/8 10/5 11/2 12/7

President: Moore, Ken X E X

1st V. Pres: Gleason, Tom X X X

2nd V. Pres: VanApeldoorn, Bruce X X E

Secretary: Macaluso, Chuck X X X

Treasurer: Melens, Ray X X X

Corona, Dan X X E

Gleason, Kathy X X X

Harkness, Joe E X X

Lill, Max E X X

Madigan, Jack X X X

McDermott, Jerry X X X

Oleksyn, Dick X X X

Peck, Joe X X X

Pudetti, Pat E E X

Trovato, Ron X E X

Wallace, Hank X X X
X=Present E=Excused A=Absent

E-Mail List
We would like to compile an e-mail address list so 
that we can communicate updated information or 
news relating to Chapter 20. This list will be used 
only for Chapter-related business, and will not be 
published in Between the Lines. We invite you to 
give your e-mail address 
to Kathy Gleason, either 
by e-mail (kathy14470@
msn.com) or by calling the 
Chapter phone number 
(585 482-7396) and leav-
ing a message.

Any past or present member of the United States 
Armed Services, Active or Reserve, is eligible for an 
engraved paver brick. For information and an order 
form, please contact the Chapter 20 office at 482-7396.

Help BuildHelp BuildHelp Build
Veterans WalkThe

at the Rochester Vietnam Veterans Memorial

Greece Memorial Post 206
The Newest Post in Monroe County

A casual
Meeting the 3rd Thursday of the month 6:30 - 7:45 pm

at
The Legacy at Park Crescent — Mt. Read Blvd.

For details, please call 227-4383 or 225-4228.

CHAPTER 20 

Vietnam Veterans 
of America

Car Donation, LLC

Call 224-8484
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Please give (l to r) Jack Caiazza, Bernard Connolly, Tim Bortree, Leonard Luyk, Rich Morrow 
and Renee Morrow a hearty Welcome Home! 

membership application
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 20
Name:_________________________________________ 	 Date of Birth:________________________	 Sex: q M  q F

Address:_ ______________________________________ 	 Home Phone: (____ )_______________________________

City:_ _________________________________________ 	 Work Phone: (_ ___ )_______________________________

Zip:________________Country:_ _______  Email Address:_ _______________________________________ 	 q W  q H

Chapter # (if known)_______________________________ 	 Sponsor:______________________________________

I am not a Vietnam Vet, but I want to help Vietnam veterans and their families. Please accept my donation:_______q AVVA Membership
q $10   q $20   q $50   q Other ($________)   

Eligibility: Vietnam and Vietnam-era veterans who served on active duty in the U.S. Military (for other than training purposes) between 
February 28, 1961 and May 7, 1975 (in-country Vietnam), or between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 (for Vietnam-era veterans).

Term:	 q	 1 year: $20	 q	 Life Membership: $250 (ages 49 and under), $225 (ages 50-55), $200 (ages 56-60), 
	 q	 3 years: $50		  $175 (ages 61-65), $150 (ages 66 and over)

Payment Options:	 q Check	 q Money Order

Return this application, along with a copy of your DD214, to: Vietnam Veterans of America, P.O. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 14612
VVA is a non-profit veterans service organization. Programs and services are funded by member dues and public donations.

MembersNew
Chapter 

20’s
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N
um

bers to Know
P. O. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 14612 • www.vva20.org • (585) 482-7396 • Fax (585) 482-5513

contact information: vva, chapter 20 

COMMITTEE CONTACTS
AVVA........................................ Kathy Gleason • kathy14470@msn.com • 978-1331
Between The Lines.................. Kathy Gleason • kathy14470@msn.com • 978-1331
Chaplain.................................................. Tom Puff • tpuff@ikon.com • 227-3426 (h)
Comm. Service/Pub. Affairs.........................................................................................
Constitution..................................Fred Elliott • felliott@rochester.rr.com • 288-5756
Finance.......................................... Hank Wallace • whwnbt@rit.edu • 334-5352 (h)
Health Affairs..........Jerry McDermott • jmcdermott@murphynolan.com • 313-8188 (c)
	 Sue Oleksyn • soleksyn@yahoo.com • 663-5255
Incarcerated Veterans...........................................................Ron Trovato • 544-8470
Marching Unit.................................... Ray Melens • rmelens@aol.com • 392-2079
Membership, Chapter Gear.................................................Ralph Pascale • 755-2560 (c) 
POW/MIA........................ Gail Bologna-Melens • powmia20@aol.com • 392-2079
Social Events..................................Dick Oleksyn • roleksyn@yahoo.com • 663-5255
Speakers Bureau..............................Geno Lenyk • gnl3153@ntid.rit.edu • 423-0206
Veterans Affairs/Benefits.........Pat Pudetti • patrickusmc1@yahoo.com • 753-6040 
Veterans Walk................... Chuck Macaluso • chuckmac66@yahoo.com • 225-8288

VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS 
AND INFORMATION
Greater Rochester Vietnam Veterans Memorial...

585-753-7275
	 (enter 9; enter 2 to leave a message)
Ira Jacobson American Legion  

Post #474.............................................663-7030
VA Clinic - 465 Westfall Road.................463-2600
Veterans Outreach Center........................546-1081
Vet Center.................................................232-5040
Veterans Administration.................. 800-827-1000
NYS Council......................................888-678-VETS
Monroe County Veterans Service  

Agency..................................................753-6040
	 e-mail: serviceofficer@yahoo.com
Veterans Benefits Hotline................ 800-827-1000
Veterans Bill of Rights..................... 800-342-3358
VA Medical Center in Batavia......... 585-297-1000
VA Hospital in Buffalo...................... 716-834-9200
VA Medical Center in Canandaigua........394-2000
VA Medical Center in Bath.............. 607-664-4000
V.V. of America in Washington........800-VVA-1316
V.V. Memorial Fund “The Wall”....... 202-393-0090
Nat.’l Lge. of Fam. MIA/POW  

Updates........................................ 202-223-6846
Richards House.........................................506-9060
The Resource Center................................546-4250
Stars & Stripes.........................................546-3524
Persian Gulf Vets, Inc...............................385-4097
Operation Welcome Home......................234-4694

WEB SITES/E-MAIL ADDRESSES
Veterans Widows International Network:
	 members@aol.com/vetwindows
NYS Department Health: www.health.state.

ny.us/nyvets
Vietnam Veterans Memorial at Highland 

Park: www.monroecounty.gov/
	 parks-highland.php
Operation Welcome Home: 
	 www.operationwelcomehome.org
VVA New York State Council: 
	 www.nyvietnamvets.org

MISCELLANEOUS
VVA 20 Thrift Store, LLC Mgmt.,  

Beth Affeldt......................................482-8036
Donation Pick-up..................................482-8016
VVA Vehicle Donations........................224-8484
VVA Chapter 20.....info@vva20.org • 482-7396

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Ken Moore....................... 17CAV@rochester.rr.com • 392-0269 (h) • 576-9000 (c)
Tom Gleason..................................................namd0c@hotmail.com • 978-1995 (c)
Bruce VanApeldoorn............. bvanapeldoorn@rochester.rr.com • 252-514-5597 (c)
Ray Melens...........................................................rmelens@aol.com • 392-2079 (h)
Chuck Macaluso.......................................chuckmac66@yahoo.com • 225-8288 (h)

DIRECTORS
Dan Corona....................................................... nycorona@juno.com • 406-6108 (c)
Joe Harkness................................................. harknessj1@juno.com • 889-9728 (h)
Max Lill........................................jmax.lill@industrialfurnace.com • 288-4646 x.18
Jack Madigan..................................... usmcjac032003@yahoo.com • 392-8259 (h)
Jerry McDermott............................ jmcdermott@murphynolan.com • 313-8188 (c)
Dick Oleksyn....................................................roleksyn@yahoo.com • 663-5255 (h)
Joe Peck..................................................... jpeck2@rochester.rr.com • 734-9046 (c)
Pat Pudetti............................................. patrickusmc1@yahoo.com • 753-6040 (w)
Ron Trovato.......................................................... trovot@gmail.com • 544-8470 (h)
Hank Wallace.........................................................whwnbt@rit.edu • 334-5352 (h)

ASSOCIATE LIAISON
Kathy Gleason.............................................. kathy14470@msn.com • 978-1331 (c)

STATE COUNCIL
Nick DeLeo..............................................................................ndeleo52@yahoo.com

REGION 2 DIRECTOR
Fred Elliott............................................................................felliott@rochester.rr.com

c=cell    h=home    w=work
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Between the Lines is published monthly by Chapter 20, Vietnam Veterans 
of America. The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
Chapter 20 or the Vietnam Veterans of America, its officers, board of directors 
or the general membership. No subscription fee is charged for this publica-
tion, and inclusion on the mailing list is available on request. Between the 
Lines can also be viewed on the Chapter 20 website at www.vva20.org. 

We welcome letters to the editor, poetry, original articles and suggestions. 
Submissions should include name and phone number and can be sent to 
Between the Lines, P.O. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 14612 or emailed to 
kathy14470@msn.com. We reserve the right to edit for space and clarity and 
to not use materials we think inappropriate for the publication. Deadline for 
submissions for each issue is the 5th of the preceding month. Exceptions may 
be granted by contacting the editor.

Between the Lines runs paid advertisements to help defray the costs associated 
with publication and as a convenience to our readers. Chapter 20 does not endorse 
any advertiser or guarantee satisfaction with goods or services provided.

advertise 

        in
 BTL

Where else could you reach over 1,000 homes each 
month for one entire year for just $100? Advertise in BTL 
and support this national award-winning publication:

Business Card size • $100/year
Double Card size • $200/year

Submit your copy to kathy14470@msn.com or by mail to 
the office: VVA Chapter 20, P.O. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 
14612, ATTN: BTL.

04 SAT • Annual Heart Walk – Walk in memory of Pat 
  Marianetti
06 MON • Board of Directors, 7:00pm
09 THU • Annual Meeting and Election of Officers – Start time 
  6:00pm (dinner included)
12 SUN • Marine Corps League Breakfast – Ira Jacobson Post – 
  9am – 11:30am
 • Easter Sunday
15 WED • Don’t forget your taxes!
18 SAT • Marching Unit Annual Meeting, 7:00pm – Ira 
  Jacobson Post
25 SAT • VVA Chapter 20 Annual Dinner


