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roll call: b.o.d. attendance 2009
NAME 1/5 2/2 3/2 4/6 5/4 6/1 7/6 8/3 9/8 10/5 11/2 12/7

President: Moore, Ken X E X X X

1st V. Pres: Gleason, Tom X X X X E

2nd V. Pres: Elliot, Fred X

Secretary: Macaluso, Chuck X X X X X

Treasurer: Melens, Ray X X X X X

Corona, Dan X X E X X

Gatto, Valentino X

Gleason, Kathy X X X X E

Harkness, Joe E X X X X

Lill, Max E X X X X

Madigan, Jack X X X X E

McDermott, Jerry X X X E X

Oleksyn, Dick X X X X X

Peck, Joe X X X X X

Pudetti, Pat E E X X X

Trovato, Ron X E X X X

Wallace, Hank X X X X X X=Present E=Excused A=Absent

Features
Writing Home
A Letter to Friends &     Family from Overseas
Friends and Family,
    I apologize for not getting a hold of everyone 
individually, but I just wanted to let you all 
know how I am doing.
    Well, part of the reason for the delay in con-
tacting everyone is my access to phones and 
the internet was kind of limited until recently. 
I just got the internet/ phone/TV hooked up 
at my house, so I have joined the 21st century 
again. My wife and I are both doing great. I am 
currently stationed in Yokosuka, Japan on the 
USS George Washington, CVN-73. America's 
only forward deployed carrier. In other words, 
'America's Country Be Good Stick'. Hehe. I will be here for at least the 
next three years or so. Aki and I are living in a nice little blue house 
a couple of train stations away from the base. We are on top of a hill 
overlooking the ocean. It's really nice, and we are still getting settled 
in, but it feels like home already. We are about 15 minutes away from 
Yokohama and about an hour away from Tokyo, which is really nice.
      Work is going very well. It's a whole new job, but I'm learning 
quickly. My in-port working hours are from about 07:00 to 16:30. So 
I'm able to get home for dinner every night we're in-port. However, 
that is about to change, as we will be deploying (going out to sea) 
here very shortly. This will more than likely be the last chance I get 
to email most of you, as I will be somewhere in the pacific doing what 
you all are paying me to do. (^-^) Generally my ship will deploy every 
summer from about May to December, but barring any unforeseen 
events, hopefully I should be in-port for Christmas each year, which 

will be nice.
    I am currently working in S-6, which is the 
supply department on the ship that supports 
the Carrier Air Wing. The supply department 
is big, we handle everything from mail, to the 
food, anything and everything that anyone 
would ever need on the ship. With my previous 
experience working in the aviation field, I was 
put in S-6, where I am responsible for repair-
able aviation parts. Given the rough nature of 
what our planes go through, parts are always 
breaking down, from Heads Up Displays, to 
Radars, Transmitters, you name it. Part of my 

job is to make sure that if there are sailors on the ship that can fix 
those parts, that they get fixed, and if we can't fix them, that the 
parts get sent to a facility that can, and that new parts are ordered. 
I'm enjoying it, and am learning something new everyday. 
    Well, I just wanted to let you all know I am doing well and am get-
ting settled here in Japan, getting ready to get underway. I attached 
a couple of photos as well. One of these days when I get back I will 
get my facebook page set up. I know I've been saying that for like 5 
years now, hehe, but I really do wanna get something set up so I can 
stay in touch more easily with you all.
    Take good care, and I'll be in touch when I come back in the fall.

Sincerely,
SK3 James Trovato
USS George Washington, CVN-73
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LilacFestival

membership application
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 20
Name:_________________________________________ 	 Date of Birth:________________________	 Sex: q M  q F

Address:_ ______________________________________ 	 Home Phone: (____ )_______________________________

City:_ _________________________________________ 	 Work Phone: (_ ___ )_______________________________

Zip:________________Country:_ _______  Email Address:_ _______________________________________ 	 q W  q H

Chapter # (if known)_______________________________ 	 Sponsor:______________________________________

I am not a Vietnam Vet, but I want to help Vietnam veterans and their families. Please accept my donation:_______q AVVA Membership
q $10   q $20   q $50   q Other ($________)   

Eligibility: Vietnam and Vietnam-era veterans who served on active duty in the U.S. Military (for other than training purposes) between 
February 28, 1961 and May 7, 1975 (in-country Vietnam), or between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 (for Vietnam-era veterans).

Term:	 q	 1 year: $20	 q	 Life Membership: $250 (ages 49 and under), $225 (ages 50-55), $200 (ages 56-60), 
	 q	 3 years: $50		  $175 (ages 61-65), $150 (ages 66 and over)

Payment Options:	 q Check	 q Money Order

Return this application, along with a copy of your DD214, to: Vietnam Veterans of America, P.O. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 14612
VVA is a non-profit veterans service organization. Programs and services are funded by member dues and public donations.

MembersNew
Chapter 

20’s

Please give (l to r) John Hughes and Lou 
Jezsik a hearty Welcome Home! 

Above: Chapter 
Outreach trailer at 
the Lilac Festival. 
Left: Many people 
wandered through 
the memorial 
during the festival.
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N
um

bers to Know
P. O. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 14612 • www.vva20.org • (585) 482-7396 • Fax (585) 482-5513

contact information: vva, chapter 20 

COMMITTEE CONTACTS
AVVA........................................ Kathy Gleason • kathy14470@msn.com • 978-1331
Between The Lines.................. Kathy Gleason • kathy14470@msn.com • 978-1331
Chaplain.................................................. Tom Puff • tpuff@ikon.com • 227-3426 (h)
Comm. Service/Pub. Affairs.........................................................................................
Constitution..................................Fred Elliott • felliott@rochester.rr.com • 288-5756
Finance.......................................... Hank Wallace • whwnbt@rit.edu • 334-5352 (h)
Health Affairs..........Jerry McDermott • jmcdermott@murphynolan.com • 313-8188 (c)
	 Sue Oleksyn • soleksyn@yahoo.com • 663-5255
Incarcerated Veterans...........................................................Ron Trovato • 544-8470
Marching Unit.................................... Ray Melens • rmelens@aol.com • 392-2079
Membership, Chapter Gear.................................................Ralph Pascale • 755-2560 (c) 
POW/MIA........................ Gail Bologna-Melens • powmia20@aol.com • 392-2079
Social Events..................................Dick Oleksyn • roleksyn@yahoo.com • 663-5255
Speakers Bureau..............................Geno Lenyk • gnl3153@ntid.rit.edu • 423-0206
Veterans Affairs/Benefits.........Pat Pudetti • patrickusmc1@yahoo.com • 753-6040 
Veterans Walk................... Chuck Macaluso • chuckmac66@yahoo.com • 225-8288

VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS 
AND INFORMATION
Greater Rochester Vietnam Veterans Memorial...

585-753-7275
	 (enter 9; enter 2 to leave a message)
Ira Jacobson American Legion  

Post #474.............................................663-7030
VA Clinic - 465 Westfall Road.................463-2600
Veterans Outreach Center........................546-1081
Vet Center.................................................232-5040
Veterans Administration.................. 800-827-1000
NYS Council......................................888-678-VETS
Monroe County Veterans Service  

Agency..................................................753-6040
	 e-mail: serviceofficer@yahoo.com
Veterans Benefits Hotline................ 800-827-1000
Veterans Bill of Rights..................... 800-342-3358
VA Medical Center in Batavia......... 585-297-1000
VA Hospital in Buffalo...................... 716-834-9200
VA Medical Center in Canandaigua........394-2000
VA Medical Center in Bath.............. 607-664-4000
V.V. of America in Washington........800-VVA-1316
V.V. Memorial Fund “The Wall”....... 202-393-0090
Nat.’l Lge. of Fam. MIA/POW  

Updates........................................ 202-223-6846
Richards House.........................................506-9060
The Resource Center................................546-4250
Stars & Stripes.........................................546-3524
Persian Gulf Vets, Inc...............................385-4097
Operation Welcome Home......................234-4694

WEB SITES/E-MAIL ADDRESSES
Veterans Widows International Network:
	 members@aol.com/vetwindows
NYS Department Health: www.health.state.

ny.us/nyvets
Vietnam Veterans Memorial at Highland 

Park: www.monroecounty.gov/
	 parks-highland.php
Operation Welcome Home: 
	 www.operationwelcomehome.org
VVA New York State Council: 
	 www.nyvietnamvets.org

MISCELLANEOUS
VVA 20 Thrift Store, LLC Mgmt.,  

Beth Affeldt......................................482-8036
Donation Pick-up..................................482-8016
VVA Vehicle Donations........................224-8484
VVA Chapter 20.....info@vva20.org • 482-7396

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Ken Moore....................... 17CAV@rochester.rr.com • 392-0269 (h) • 576-9000 (c)
Tom Gleason..................................................namd0c@hotmail.com • 978-1995 (c)
Fred Elliott....................................................... felliott@rochester.rr.com • 288-5756
Ray Melens...........................................................rmelens@aol.com • 392-2079 (h)
Chuck Macaluso.......................................chuckmac66@yahoo.com • 225-8288 (h)

DIRECTORS
Dan Corona....................................................... nycorona@juno.com • 406-6108 (c)
Valentino Gatto.................................................................... vgatto@rochester.rr.com
Joe Harkness................................................. harknessj1@juno.com • 889-9728 (h)
Max Lill........................................jmax.lill@industrialfurnace.com • 288-4646 x.18
Jack Madigan..................................... usmcjac032003@yahoo.com • 392-8259 (h)
Jerry McDermott............................ jmcdermott@murphynolan.com • 313-8188 (c)
Dick Oleksyn....................................................roleksyn@yahoo.com • 663-5255 (h)
Joe Peck..................................................... jpeck2@rochester.rr.com • 734-9046 (c)
Pat Pudetti............................................. patrickusmc1@yahoo.com • 753-6040 (w)
Ron Trovato.......................................................... trovot@gmail.com • 544-8470 (h)
Hank Wallace.........................................................whwnbt@rit.edu • 334-5352 (h)

ASSOCIATE LIAISON
Kathy Gleason.............................................. kathy14470@msn.com • 978-1331 (c)

STATE COUNCIL
Nick DeLeo..............................................................................ndeleo52@yahoo.com

REGION 2 DIRECTOR
Fred Elliott....................................................... felliott@rochester.rr.com • 288-5756

c=cell    h=home    w=work
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Between the Lines is published monthly by Chapter 20, Vietnam Veterans 
of America. The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
Chapter 20 or the Vietnam Veterans of America, its officers, board of directors 
or the general membership. No subscription fee is charged for this publica-
tion, and inclusion on the mailing list is available on request. Between the 
Lines can also be viewed on the Chapter 20 website at www.vva20.org. 

We welcome letters to the editor, poetry, original articles and suggestions. 
Submissions should include name and phone number and can be sent to 
Between the Lines, P.O. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 14612 or emailed to 
kathy14470@msn.com. We reserve the right to edit for space and clarity and 
to not use materials we think inappropriate for the publication. Deadline for 
submissions for each issue is the 5th of the preceding month. Exceptions may 
be granted by contacting the editor.

Between the Lines runs paid advertisements to help defray the costs associated 
with publication and as a convenience to our readers. Chapter 20 does not endorse 
any advertiser or guarantee satisfaction with goods or services provided.

01 MON •	 Board of Directors, 7:00pm
06 SAT •	 Clifton Springs Parade, 6:00pm
 •	 D-Day	
07 SUN •	 National Cancer Survivors Day
10 WED •	 Monthly Membership Meeting, 7:30pm – DATE 
 	 CHANGE!
11 THU •	 Spencerport Parade, 7:00pm
14 SUN •	 Flag Day	
14 SUN •	 Happy Birthday, US Army!
21 SUN •	 Happy Father’s Day!
 •	 Ride to the Dakota
25 THU •	 Barnard Parade, 7:00pm
26 FRI •	 Holley Parade, 7:00pm	

JULY
4 SAT •	 4th of July Parade, Irondequoit, 11:00am

E-Mail List
We would like to compile an e-mail address list so that we can 
communicate updated information or news relating to Chapter 20. 
This list will be used only for Chapter-related business, and will 
not be published in Between the Lines. We invite you to give your 
e-mail address to Kathy Gleason, either by e-mail (kathy14470@
msn.com) or by calling the Chapter phone number (585 482-7396) 
and leaving a message.

Could 
someone 
you know 
be in crisis?

24/7 365 days/per year 
Provides professional counseling to veterans, their family members or friends.

1-800-273-TALK or 1-800-273-8255

The VA’s National 
Suicide Crisis Line


