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hear this: news & notes
Fit Vet Challenge 

Final month to keep the efforts going! 
Your continued efforts could mean a life-

time of good health for you! 
Keep the good start going for 

your daily exercise, nutrition and 
healthy life style changes that you have 

started  since January.   REMEMBER... 
the biggest losers will be rewarded 

by choosing a worthy charity to 
receive funds and the bragging 

rights of our inter-branch chal-
lenge. No wimping out now - move more, eat less! Rally 
your fellow service members and finish this challenge on 
the TOP of the BIGGEST loser scales. Thank you to all who 
participated. You’re not losers – You are winners in the 
daily competition for better health for yourselves.    

New Thrift Store Employee
Stop by the Thrift Store and say “Hello” to new employee, 
Tracie Lockwood, who is helping Beth in this busy, busy 
atmosphere!

Donations to VA Canandaigua
On Tuesday, January 20, donations were made to the 
VA Canadaigua. Valentino Gatto obtained $300 worth of 
phone cards and presented these to the VA PTSD ward at 
the Medical Center, in conjunction with our monthly VVA 
wish list items donated by 
Chapter members. In addi-
tion, the Chapter donated 
a 54-inch TV and electric 
scooter from the Thrift 
Store. Estimated total 
for these two items was 
$4,500.

BTL has International Links
The Warriors Day Parade website received permission to 
link to the recent article by our Tim Sturm on the Marching 
Unit’s participation in their annual event. You can access it 
by selecting the “Parade Stories” section of their website 
at www.thewarriorsdayparade.ca.

VA Eyeglasses and Hearing Aid Information
A new directive allows VA to provide glasses and hear-
ing aids to those who are 
not service connected for 
those conditions (Priority 
Groups 6-8). In the past these 
were available only to those service connected for the 
condition. These services are now considered part of the 
preventative care package for all veterans enrolled in the 
VA who meet certain criteria. Contact the VA for the pub-
lication that outlines the requirements for obtaining eye 
glasses and hearing aids. Veterans who are enrolled in the 
VA health care system are eligible for battery replacement 
and repair of hearing aids even though those aids were 
purchased from a private source. Even though glasses and 
hearing aids may be provided at no charge, there may be 
a co-pay required for those in group 6-8. Audiology is a 
specialty clinic with a $50 dollar co-pay for some services. 
There is no co-pay for the devices or the batteries. Nor are 
there any charges for visits for the purpose of adjusting, 
repairing or modifying hearing aids. (Submitted by Nick 

DeLeo)

NYS Council embarks on 
“Chapters History Project”
Chapters are being asked to detail the 
history of their local group for inclusion on 
the NYS Council’s web page. The project 
will start with a short video from State 
Council President Ned Foote and then 
link to each chapter’s history pages. Let 
one of our board members know if you 
are interested in working on this exciting 
project. Questions on the Chapters History 
Project may be directed to Dana Halfours 
at chapterhistory@nyvietnamvets.org. 

Above: VA’s Patti Ciancaglini thanks Chapter 20 for 
donations. Pictured (l to r) are Jim McDermott, Patti 
Ciancaglini (VA Volunteer Service Coordinator), Jerry 
McDermott, and Valentino Gatto. Left: Kaye Cooper 
and Patti Ciancaglini, VA Volunteer Service Coordinator, 
receive the Sam’s club phone cards donated to VA 
Medical Center from Valentino Gatto.
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AnnualDinner
April 25, 2009

6:00 pm • CONVERSATION HOUR
7:00 PM • DINNER

Lake shore country club
1165 GREENLEAF RD. 

ROCHESTER, NY 14612

TICKETS: $10/Person

INVITATIONS TO BE MAILED SOON

24/7 365 days/per year 
provides professional counseling to 

veterans, their family members or friends.

1-800-273-TALK 
or 

1-800-273-8255

Could some-
one you know 
be in crisis?

The VA’s 
National 
Suicide 

Crisis Line

FundraiseR to honor
pat marianetti

Proceeds donated to Pat Marianetti's family.

Sunday, March 22 • 1-4 pm
Ira Jacobson Post Home
Music by the Coupe de Villes

Food • Door Prizes • 50/50 • and More!
Call 585-234-1639 or visit www.coupedevilles.com for more information.
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roll call: b.o.d. attendance 2009
NAME 1/5 2/2 3/2 4/6 5/4 6/1 7/6 8/3 9/8 10/5 11/2 12/7

President: Moore, Ken X E

1st V. Pres: Gleason, Tom X X

2nd V. Pres: VanApeldoorn, Bruce X X

Secretary: Macaluso, Chuck X X

Treasurer: Melens, Ray X X

Corona, Dan X X

Gleason, Kathy X X

Harkness, Joe E X

Lill, Max E X

Madigan, Jack X X

McDermott, Jerry X X

Oleksyn, Dick X X

Peck, Joe X X

Pudetti, Pat E E

Trovato, Ron X E

Wallace, Hank X X
X=Present E=Excused A=Absent

E-Mail List
We would like to compile an e-mail address list so 
that we can communicate updated information or 
news relating to Chapter 20. This list will be used 
only for Chapter-related business, and will not be 
published in Between the Lines. We invite you to 
give your e-mail address 
to Kathy Gleason, either 
by e-mail (kathy14470@
msn.com) or by calling the 
Chapter phone number 
(585 482-7396) and leav-
ing a message.

Any past or present member of the United States 
Armed Services, Active or Reserve, is eligible for an 
engraved paver brick. For information and an order 
form, please contact the Chapter 20 office at 482-7396.

Help Build
Veterans WalkThe

at the Rochester Vietnam Veterans Memorial

Greece Memorial Post 206
The Newest Post in Monroe County

A casual
Meeting the 3rd Thursday of the month 6:30 - 7:45 pm

at
The Legacy at Park Crescent — Mt. Read Blvd.

For details, please call 227-4383 or 225-4228.

CHAPTER 20 

Vietnam Veterans 
of America

Car Donation, LLC

Call 224-8484
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membership application
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 20
Name:_________________________________________ 	 Date of Birth:________________________	 Sex: q M  q F

Address:_ ______________________________________ 	 Home Phone: (____ )_______________________________

City:_ _________________________________________ 	 Work Phone: (_ ___ )_______________________________

Zip:________________Country:_ _______  Email Address:_ _______________________________________ 	 q W  q H

Chapter # (if known)_______________________________ 	 Sponsor:______________________________________

I am not a Vietnam Vet, but I want to help Vietnam veterans and their families. Please accept my donation:_______q AVVA Membership
q $10   q $20   q $50   q Other ($________)   

Eligibility: Vietnam and Vietnam-era veterans who served on active duty in the U.S. Military (for other than training purposes) between 
February 28, 1961 and May 7, 1975 (in-country Vietnam), or between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 (for Vietnam-era veterans).

Term:	 q	 1 year: $20	 q	 Life Membership: $250 (ages 49 and under), $225 (ages 50-55), $200 (ages 56-60), 
	 q	 3 years: $50		  $175 (ages 61-65), $150 (ages 66 and over)

Payment Options:	 q Check	 q Money Order

Return this application, along with a copy of your DD214, to: Vietnam Veterans of America, P.O. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 14612
VVA is a non-profit veterans service organization. Programs and services are funded by member dues and public donations.

Candidates.
      Each candidate will address the 
membership at this meeting stating 
their reasons for seeking an elected 
position. This year openings include 
one Executive position, 2nd Vice-
President (1) and Three (3) Director 
positions.
 The Annual Meeting & Elections 
will be held April 9, 2009 at 6:00 
PM -  Ira Jacobson Post Home. 
 The "new" Nominating 
Committee will also be elected by the 
membership that evening. A “to date” 
slate of candidates and bio’s will be 
presented in the April issue. 
•	 In order to vote in the Annual 

Election, voters must be a member 
for at least 30 days. 

•	 Only paid members with a DD214 
on file by 28 February of previous 
fiscal year are eligible to vote. (For 
example - 28 February 2008 to vote 
April 2008).

•	 A quorum is defined as 10% of VVA 
20 membership as of 28 February of 
the previous fiscal year. Voting for 
candidates will take place between 
6:30 PM till 7:30 PM, after which 
no new ballots will be taken and 
votes will be tabulated.

•	 According to the National VVA 
Constitution, “Additional persons 
may be nominated by any member 
at the Annual Meeting.” These can-
didates will fall under the category 
of Floor Nominations. 

•	 Floor nominated candidates can 
only receive votes from members 

present at Annual Meeting.

The slated candidates for this year (as 
of 2/5) are as follows:
Officer Positions
2nd Vice-President – (open)
Director Positions
Valentino Gatto	 Fred Elliott
Dan Corona	 Max Lill

 Any member interested in run-
ning for any of the above mentioned 
positions, please contact one of the 
following Nominating Committee 
members:
Chuck Macaluso.................. 225-8288
Bob DeMitry....................... 659-2850
Tom Puff............................. 235-3556
Dan Corona........................ 406-6108
Pat Pudetti........................... 753-6040

NOMINATING COMMITEE from page 3
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um

bers to Know
P. O. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 14612 • www.vva20.org • (585) 482-7396 • Fax (585) 482-5513

contact information: vva, chapter 20 

COMMITTEE CONTACTS
AVVA........................................ Kathy Gleason • kathy14470@msn.com • 978-1331
Between The Lines.................. Kathy Gleason • kathy14470@msn.com • 978-1331
Chaplain.................................................. Tom Puff • tpuff@ikon.com • 227-3426 (h)
Comm. Service/Pub. Affairs.........................................................................................
Constitution..................................Fred Elliott • felliott@rochester.rr.com • 288-5756
Finance.......................................... Hank Wallace • whwnbt@rit.edu • 334-5352 (h)
Health Affairs..........Jerry McDermott • jmcdermott@murphynolan.com • 313-8188 (c)
	 Sue Oleksyn • soleksyn@yahoo.com • 663-5255
Incarcerated Veterans...........................................................Ron Trovato • 544-8470
Marching Unit.................................... Ray Melens • rmelens@aol.com • 392-2079
Membership, Chapter Gear.................................................Ralph Pascale • 755-2560 (c) 
POW/MIA........................ Gail Bologna-Melens • powmia20@aol.com • 392-2079
Social Events..................................Dick Oleksyn • roleksyn@yahoo.com • 663-5255
Speakers Bureau..............................Geno Lenyk • gnl3153@ntid.rit.edu • 423-0206
Veterans Affairs/Benefits.........Pat Pudetti • patrickusmc1@yahoo.com • 753-6040 
Veterans Walk................... Chuck Macaluso • chuckmac66@yahoo.com • 225-8288

VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS 
AND INFORMATION
Greater Rochester Vietnam Veterans Memorial...

585-753-7275
	 (enter 9; enter 2 to leave a message)
Ira Jacobson American Legion  

Post #474.............................................663-7030
VA Clinic - 465 Westfall Road.................463-2600
Veterans Outreach Center........................546-1081
Vet Center.................................................232-5040
Veterans Administration.................. 800-827-1000
NYS Council......................................888-678-VETS
Monroe County Veterans Service  

Agency..................................................753-6040
	 e-mail: serviceofficer@yahoo.com
Veterans Benefits Hotline................ 800-827-1000
Veterans Bill of Rights..................... 800-342-3358
VA Medical Center in Batavia......... 585-297-1000
VA Hospital in Buffalo...................... 716-834-9200
VA Medical Center in Canandaigua........394-2000
VA Medical Center in Bath.............. 607-664-4000
V.V. of America in Washington........800-VVA-1316
V.V. Memorial Fund “The Wall”....... 202-393-0090
Nat.’l Lge. of Fam. MIA/POW  

Updates........................................ 202-223-6846
Richards House.........................................506-9060
The Resource Center................................546-4250
Stars & Stripes.........................................546-3524
Persian Gulf Vets, Inc...............................385-4097
Operation Welcome Home......................234-4694

WEB SITES/E-MAIL ADDRESSES
Veterans Widows International Network:
	 members@aol.com/vetwindows
NYS Department Health: www.health.state.

ny.us/nyvets
Vietnam Veterans Memorial at Highland 

Park: www.monroecounty.gov/
	 parks-highland.php
Operation Welcome Home: 
	 www.operationwelcomehome.org
VVA New York State Council: 
	 www.nyvietnamvets.org

MISCELLANEOUS
VVA 20 Thrift Store, LLC Mgmt.,  

Beth Affeldt......................................482-8036
Donation Pick-up..................................482-8016
VVA Vehicle Donations........................224-8484
VVA Chapter 20.....info@vva20.org • 482-7396

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Ken Moore....................... 17CAV@rochester.rr.com • 392-0269 (h) • 576-9000 (c)
Tom Gleason..................................................namd0c@hotmail.com • 978-1995 (c)
Bruce VanApeldoorn............. bvanapeldoorn@rochester.rr.com • 252-514-5597 (c)
Ray Melens...........................................................rmelens@aol.com • 392-2079 (h)
Chuck Macaluso.......................................chuckmac66@yahoo.com • 225-8288 (h)

DIRECTORS
Dan Corona....................................................... nycorona@juno.com • 406-6108 (c)
Joe Harkness................................................. harknessj1@juno.com • 889-9728 (h)
Max Lill........................................jmax.lill@industrialfurnace.com • 288-4646 x.18
Jack Madigan..................................... usmcjac032003@yahoo.com • 392-8259 (h)
Jerry McDermott............................ jmcdermott@murphynolan.com • 313-8188 (c)
Dick Oleksyn....................................................roleksyn@yahoo.com • 663-5255 (h)
Joe Peck..................................................... jpeck2@rochester.rr.com • 734-9046 (c)
Pat Pudetti............................................. patrickusmc1@yahoo.com • 753-6040 (w)
Ron Trovato.......................................................... trovot@gmail.com • 544-8470 (h)
Hank Wallace.........................................................whwnbt@rit.edu • 334-5352 (h)

ASSOCIATE LIAISON
Kathy Gleason.............................................. kathy14470@msn.com • 978-1331 (c)

STATE COUNCIL
Nick DeLeo..............................................................................ndeleo52@yahoo.com

REGION 2 DIRECTOR
Fred Elliott............................................................................felliott@rochester.rr.com

c=cell    h=home    w=work
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Between the Lines is published monthly by Chapter 20, Vietnam Veterans 
of America. The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
Chapter 20 or the Vietnam Veterans of America, its officers, board of directors 
or the general membership. No subscription fee is charged for this publica-
tion, and inclusion on the mailing list is available on request. Between the 
Lines can also be viewed on the Chapter 20 website at www.vva20.org. 

We welcome letters to the editor, poetry, original articles and suggestions. 
Submissions should include name and phone number and can be sent to 
Between the Lines, P.O. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 14612 or emailed to 
kathy14470@msn.com. We reserve the right to edit for space and clarity and 
to not use materials we think inappropriate for the publication. Deadline for 
submissions for each issue is the 5th of the preceding month. Exceptions may 
be granted by contacting the editor.

Between the Lines runs paid advertisements to help defray the costs associated 
with publication and as a convenience to our readers. Chapter 20 does not endorse 
any advertiser or guarantee satisfaction with goods or services provided.

advertise 

        in
 BTL

Where else could you reach over 1,000 homes each 
month for one entire year for just $100? Advertise in BTL 
and support this national award-winning publication:

Business Card size • $100/year
Double Card size • $200/year

Submit your copy to kathy14470@msn.com or by mail to 
the office: VVA Chapter 20, P.O. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 
14612, ATTN: BTL.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

02 Mon •	 Board of Directors, 7:00pm
08 Sun •	 Daylight Savings Time begins
 •	 Marine Corps League Breakfast – Ira Jacobson Post – 
 	 9am - 11:30am (they even serve SOS!)
10 Tue •	 Purim
12 Thu •	 General Membership Meeting, 7:30am
14 Sat •	 Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with the Marching Unit at 
 	 Gunny’s on N. Greece Road, 11am
17 Tue •	 St. Patrick’s Day
20 Fri •	 First day of Spring
22 SUN •	 Fundraiser for the Marianetti Family – Ira Jacobson 
 	 Post Home – 1 - 4pm

spring


