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By Fred Elliott

Having been recently awarded
the “Wounded Bugler Medal” by the
Chapter, I became curious about some
of the other decorations we veterans
wear so proudly. Everybody knows
a Purple Heart is awarded for being
wounded or killed in combat and that
a Bronze or Silver Star is for gallantry
in action against an enemy of the
United States.

But how many of us know why
we were presented a National Defense
Service Medal? I always thought you
were given the NDSM just for being
in the Armed Forces, but that’s not the
case. The NDSM was not authorized
until 1953 and is restricted to certain
periods of service; June 27, 1950
to July 27, 1954 (the Korean War),
January 1, 1961 to August 14, 1974
(the Vietnam War), August 2, 1990
to November 30, 1995 (Desert Shield
/ Desert Storm), and September 11,
2001 to a date to be determined
(Operations Iraqi Freedom and
Enduring Freedom). Additionally,
Executive Order 12776 of 1991
authorized awarding the medal to all
members of the Reserve Forces wheth-
er or not on active duty during the
designated period of the Gulf War.

The front of the
medal shows the Bald
Eagle standing on a
sword and palm branch
and has the words,
National Defense. The
Eagle is the national
emblem of the United
States, the sword repre-
sents the Armed Forces, and the palm
branch is symbolic of victory.

The reverse side of the medal
has the shield from the United States’
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Why
are you

wearing
that

great seal flanked by
a wreath of laurel
and oak represent-
ing achievement and
strength. The broad
center stripe of yellow
on the ribbon repre-
sents high ideals. The
red, white, and blue
stripes represent our national flag with

the red indicating hardiness and valor,
the white stands for purity of purpose,
and the blue stands for perseverance
and justice.

The Vietnam Service Medal
(VSM) was authorized in 1965 for
military personnel serving in the
Vietnam Theater of Operations July
3, 1965 through March 28, 1973.
Personnel must have served in Vietnam
on temporary duty for at least 30 con-
secutive / 60 nonconsecutive days or
have served in combat with a unit
directly supporting a military opera-
tion in Southeast Asia. If you served
in direct support of operations in
Vietnam while in Laos, Cambodia, or
Thailand, you are also
eligible for this award.
the

front of the medal is

Shown on

an oriental dragon in
a grove of bamboo
trees with the words
Republic of Vietnam
Service.
side
bow with a torch and
has the words, United
States of America. The
colors of the ribbon are
those of the Republic of
Vietnam flag with the
red stripes represent-
ing the three ancient
Vietnamese empires

The reverse

shows a cross-

of Tonkin,

Annam, and Cochin China while the
green represents the Vietnamese jun-
gle. Bronze and silver stars are autho-
rized to signify participation in any of
the 17 designated campaigns during
the inclusive period.

Established by the government of
Vietnam in May 1964, the Republic of
Vietnam Campaign Medal was autho-
rized to members of the U.S. Armed
Forces by DoD in June 1966. To
qualify for the RVCM you must have
served in RVN for 6 months during
March 1, 1961 to March 28, 1973 OR
served outside RVN and contributed
direct combat support for 6 months
and be qualified for the Armed Forces
Expeditionary Medal (Vietnam) or
the Vietnam Service Medal during the
period of service required to qualify
for the RVN Campaign Medal OR
have served for less than 6 months and
have been wounded by hostile forces,
captured by hostile forces, but later
escaped, was rescued or released; or
killed in action. For those personnel
assigned in RVN on January 28, 1973,
a person must have served a minimum
of sixty days in RVN as of that date
or have completed a minimum of 60
days service in RVN during January
28, 1973 to March 28, 1973.

The medal is a six-
pointed star with gold J
star points and a green
center disk with a map
of Vietnam in silver

with three red flames i
representing the three
regions of Vietnam. {
The reverse side has

VIET-NAM inscribed

in a lined circle in the

center with the name of the medal
inscribed in Vietnamese text at the
upper and lower edges. The device is a
silver ribbon inscribed 1960-.

Further information on United
States Military Medals can be found
in the following resources:

‘A Complete Guide to All
United States Military Medals 1939
to Present OR  http://www.tioh.
hqda.pentagon.mil/Awards/Ribbons/
OrderofPrecedence.htm.
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GREATER ROCHESTER

Help Base Greater Rochester

(www.hbrochester.org) is an online resource for veter-

HELP_BASE
SRR DAES

ans, service members, and their families in Monroe,
Livingston, Ontario, Seneca, Wayne and Yates
Counties. The mission of Help Base Greater Rochester
is to enhance services by coordinating, mobilizing
and educating the community-at-large about the
issues facing veterans, service members, and their
families and advocating for the necessary services to
ensure that these community members can regain
and maintain their physical, emotional, and economic

well-being.
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The Newest Post in Monroe County

A casual

Meeting the 3rd Thursday of the month 6:30 - 7:45 pm

at
g/[e .Cegacy at Park Crescent — Mt. Read Blod.
For details, please call 227-4383 or 225-4228.
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U.S.S. LIBERTY (AGTR-5)

JOHN M. HRANKOWSKI
SURVIVOR

45 Drumcliff Way ® Rochester, N.Y. 14612
1-585-225-0385

E-Mail: USSLIBTY@Rochester.RR.com
Web Page:  http://www.USSLiberty.org

William H. Wallace

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

636 Middle Road
Henrietta, NY 14467

85-334-5352
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Ronbo's

by Ron Trovato

(Writer's note: 95% of this article
is, unfortunately, quite accurate. I took
small liberties here and there to protect
the innocent, who were, frankly, few and
far between.)

Kenny Moore is undera tremendous
personal strain going to the convention.
The pressure on him is unrelenting. He
fears he is losing his Nazi dictator death-
grip on Chapter 20’s delegates and he
trusts no one. He is driving me and
Ralph Pascale in his toaster-like Toyota
Scion which is basically a glorified Yugo.
Kenny is already carping about his poor
gas mileage which is in the neighbor-
hood of three miles to the gallon. Ralph
is in the back seat, cooking with an
oven running off an adapter to Kenny’s
cigarette lighter. “Hey, Ron,” says Ralph.
“You guys ready for another turkey up
there? This one’s done.” Kenny is twitch-
ing noticeably.

Her spirit broken after the first day,
Consuela the Maid trudges once again

Help B
ol %ﬂl
Veterans Walk

Vétonans Memonial

Any past or present member
of the United States Armed
Services, Active or Reserve, is
eligible for an engraved paver
brick. For information and an
order form, please contact the
Chapter 20 office at 482-7396.

beaten and bedraggled into our room
which has been re-named The Wolf’s
Lair, command center of Chapter 20’s
Eastern Front. She pulls a flask from her
apron and takes a long drink of tequila.
She braces herself for another round of
indignities such as scattered underwear,
Bestiality Today magazine, and loads
that no power flush toilet could handle.
I realize now that breakfast burritos
tear through you like German Panzers
through Belgium. I'm also sure that deep
in the recesses of my childhood there is
a reason for my aversion to flushing the
toilet, although this is probably small
consolation to Consuela’s family. Shortly
thereafter Jerry McDermott and I avert
our eyes as they load Consuela’s stretch-
er into the ambulance, another victim
of global warming. She is screaming
obscenities about the gringos in room
1075.

Kenny Moore has been completely
taken over by his paranoias. He is like
Hitler at Stalingrad. The last resolution
was passed by over 300 votes and he
is pacing the floor, sweating like Bill
Clinton in church. “ Where’s Ralph?
Trovato, go find Ralph,” he orders.
“Jawhol, Herr Obersturmfuhrer!” 1
reply. I go up to Ralph’s room and upon
opening the door a blast of Arctic air
slaps me in the face. “Ralph, you got the
AC turned on freezing!” I say. “Its like a
meat locker in here.”
Ralph cheerfully. My eyes begin to adjust
to the dim lighting. There’s a side of beef
hanging in the corner. Ralph has got a
meat grinder set up between the beds,

Precisely,” replies

and is wearing a blood-splattered apron.
He's feeding one of Pat Pudetti’s Gueci
“Hey, Ron,
I'm making Iralian sausage for tonight.
Pass me the butcher paper” Another

loafers into the machine.

memory to repress.
I blow off Kenny’s briefing about

BIItZkI‘]Q in Louisuille

where the Allies will land and go

with Joe Peck and Valentino Gatto
to the Crab Shack for lunch. We get the
most annoying waiter possible, the kid
won't shut up and leave us alone. He’s
showing Joe Peck how to eat a lobster,
devouring half of it in the process. He’s
like a rash that won't go away. Because
of my Vietnam training, I could kill this
guy with a blade of grass. I glance at my
Italian friend, Valentino, who gives me
the Sicilian look for murder. I counter
with a Joe Pesci smile and the Sicilian
look for murder-suicide.

Our beloved Fred Elliott is in his
wheelchair. He took a pounding the
night before at the Region 2 caucus.
Delegates, sensing his vulnerability, are
circling him like sharks. He’s like the
French at Dien Bien Phu. Or anywhere
for that matter. They sense that he is
soft and bloated like an Obama budget.
A delegate from Region 5 moves in to
begin the feeding frenzy. “Hey buddy,
I got a stimulus package for you right
here!” I yell out grasping myself between
the legs with the international hello sign.
The sharks scatter for easier, weaker
prey. “Fred, nobody dumps on you
except me!” Fred’s eyes mist over.

“This is my last territorial demand!”
thunders Kenny, as he smacks a map of
Poland with his riding crop. I excuse
myself from the PTSD committee hear-
ing and bump right into Jon Voight.
This is my big chance. I tell him of my
past acting in the North Manual Trades
High School Class of 68 production
of “Robin Hood” where I played the
part of a tree. He appreciates my talent
and offers me the part of a corpse in his
next movie. “Security!” he yells out, to
close the deal, and a flock of blue shirts
descend upon me. My convention is
over, pending Grand Jury. Pesky stalking

laws...
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AVA HOLDS TOWN MEETING
AT NATIONAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

A Town Hall meeting to discuss the birth defects, cancers and learning disabilities affecting the children and grandchildren of
Vietnam Veterans was held at the Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America (AVVA) Leadership Conference. | was so honored
to have as panelist, Sandi Wilson, George Claxton, Mokie Porter and Alan Oates, step up to my request after the Ford Foundation
came out with their report. Jim Doyle was the facilitator.

The forum explored issues surrounding agent Orange exposure, including scientific information, health effects, intergenerational
birth defects, personal stories of exposure and illness, and methods for educating the public and elected representatives about
the issues of Vietnam Veterans, their children, and families.

We chose Louisville for this important forum in view of the groundbreaking effort of the Louisville Charter, a group committed to
the work to protect human health and the environment form the effects of exposure to toxic chemicals.

If you are a Vietnam Veteran and were exposed to Agent Orange, and you have a child or grandchild that is affected by an illness,
etc., please contact me. We are taking this Town Hall meeting on the road. Our aim is to do stories of veterans and their families
in National newspapers to get the word out, as well as educating the public. \We need you. Thank you.

If anyone would like to share their child or grandchild's life you can email it to agentorangezone@gmail.com
We also have a blog set up that gives information on this subject at: agentorangezone.blogspot.com

\ietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 20

Name: Date of Birth: Sex UM QF
Address: Home Phone: ( )

City: Work Phone: ( )

Zip: Country: Email Address: awaH
Chapter # (if known) Sponsor:

| am not a Vietnam Vet, but | want to help Vietnam veterans and their families. Please accept my donation:____ L AVWA Membership
Q$10 Q%20 Q0 QOther($ )

Eligibility: Vietnam and Vietnam-era veterans who served on active duty in the U.S. Military (for other than training purposes) between
February 28, 1961 and May 7, 1975 (in-country Vietnam), or between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 (for Vietnam-era veterans).
Term: QO 1year: $20 Q Life Membership: $250 (ages 49 and under), $225 (ages 50-55), $200 (ages 56-60),

Q 3years: $50 $175 (ages 61-65), $150 (ages 66 and over)
Payment Options: U Check 1 Money Order

Returnthisapplication, alongwithacopyofyourDD214,t0:Vietnam Veteransof America, P.0. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 14612
VA is a non-profit veterans service organization. Programs and services are funded by member dues and public donations.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Ken Moore...................... 17CAV@rochester.rr.com © 392-0269 (h) e 576-9000 (c)
Tom GlBaSON ......ovcoeveeeeeresenas namdOc@hotmail.com e 978-1995 (c)
Fred Elliott. ..o felliott@rochester.r.com e 288-5756
RAY MBIBNS ..o rmelens@aol.com ® 392-2079 (h)
Chuck Macaluso ............coovvveverreccerene. chuckmac66@yahoo.com e 225-8288 (h)
DIRECTORS
Dan Corona..........c.covveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee. nycorona@juno.com ¢ 406-6108 (c)
Valenting Gatto...........coovvveverrverereicerine, vgatto@rochester.rr.com e 227-2741
Joe Harkness ..o harknessj1@juno.com e 889-9728 (h)
Max Lill oo jmax.lill@industrialfurnace.com ® 654-3018 (w)
Jack Madigan ..., usmcjac032003@yahoo.com @ 392-8259 (h)
Jerry McDermott ..o, jmedermott@murphynolan.com e 313-8188 (c)
Dick OIBKSYN ... roleksyn@yahoo.com e 663-5255 (h)
JOB PECK ..., jpeck2@rochester.rr.com e 734-9046 (c)
Pat PUdEtti ......ovvvooeeeeeeee patrickusmc1@yahoo.com ® 753-6040 (w)
RON Trovato....oo...oeeeeoeeeeeeeeee trovot@gmail.com e 544-8470 (h)
Hank Wallace .........o.cooooeveoeeeeeeeeeeeee. whwnbt@rit.edu e 334-5352 (h)
ASSOCIATE LIAISON
Kathy GIEASON ..o kathy14470@msn.com e 978-1331 (c)
STATE COUNCIL
NICK DELEO. ... ndeleo52@yahoo.com
REGION 2 DIRECTOR
Fred BHIOtt. ..o felliott@rochester.ir.com © 288-5756
COMMITTEE CONTACTS
AWA oo Kathy Gleason e kathy14470@msn.com e 978-1331
Between The Lines................. Kathy Gleason e kathy14470@msn.com e 978-1331
Chaplain .......coovvvveeeeeeeeees s Tom Puff e tpuff@ikon.com e 227-3426 (h)
Chapter Gear ........ccoo.ccoovveeennn.. Valentino Gatto ® vgatto@rochester.rr.com e 227-2741
Comm. SENVICE/PUD. ATTAIIS ...ttt
Constitution........cooververiireicinne. Fred Elliott e felliott@rochester.m.com @ 288-5756
FINance ........ccocoevvevieeieene, Hank Wallace ® whwnbt@rit.edu ® 334-5352 (h)

Health Affairs......... Jerry McDermott © jmcdermott@murphynolan.com e 313-8188 (c)
Sue Oleksyn e soleksyn@yahoo.com e 663-5255

Incarcerated VETEIanS. ........cocoovvvoverveieeeieeee e, Ron Trovato e 544-8470
Marching Unit......ccoooovviiininne, Ray Melens @ rmelens@aol.com @ 392-2079
MEMDBEISAID ... Ralph Pascale ® 755-2560 (c)
POW/MIA.......ccoooeee... Gail Bologna-Melens ® powmia20@aol.com e 392-2079
Social Events.........cccoocovveeeeeenne, Dick Oleksyn e roleksyn@yahoo.com @ 663-5255
Speakers Bureau............ccccooeeene... Geno Lenyk e gnl3153@ntid.rit.edu e 423-0206
Veterans Affairs/Benefits......... Pat Pudetti ® patrickusmc1@yahoo.com e 753-6040
Veterans Walk................. Chuck Macaluso e chuckmac66@yahoo.com e 225-8288

c=cell h=home w=work

VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS
AND INFORMATION

Greater Rochester Vietnam Veterans Memorial...

585-753-7275
(enter 9; enter 2 to leave a message)

Ira Jacobson American Legion

POSt#ATA ... 663-7030
VA Clinic - 465 Westfall Road................. 463-2600
Veterans Qutreach Center................... 546-1081
Vet Center ... 232-5040
Veterans Administration ................. 800-827-1000
NYS CounCil......ovvvveerrerer 888-678-VETS
Monroe County Veterans Service

AGENCY...ooooveeeeree 753-6040

e-mail: serviceofficer@yahoo.com
Veterans Benefits Hotline............... 800-827-1000
Veterans Bill of Rights.................. 800-342-3358
VA Medical Center in Batavia........ 585-297-1000
VA Hospital in Buffalo.................. 716-834-9200
VA Medical Center in Canandaigua.......394-2000
VA Medical Center in Bath............ 607-664-4000

\.V. of America in Washington .......800-VVA-1316
\.V. Memorial Fund “The Wall”...... 202-393-0090
Nat.'l Lge. of Fam. MIA/POW

Updates .....oo.coovvereeeeecsee 202-223-6846
Richards HOUSE.........cooveeeeeeeeeeeee. 506-9060
The Resource Center..........ccccoecvvveeeenne.. 546-4250
Stars & Strpes ..o 546-3524
Persian Gulf Vets, INC. ... 385-4097
Operation Welcome Home .................... 234-4694

WEB SITES/E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Veterans Widows International Network:
members@aol.com/vetwindows

NYS Department Health: www.health.state.
ny.us/nyvets

Vietnam Veterans Memorial at Highland
Parl: www.monroecounty.gov/
parks-highland.php

Operation Welcome Home:
www.operationwelcomehome.org

VVA New York State Council:
www.nyvietnamvets.org

MISCELLANEOUS
VVA 20 Thrift Store, LLC Mgmt.,

Beth Affeldt...............ccooooooe 482-8036
Donation Pick-Up ....ocvoovvvervvervn. 482-8016
VWA Vehicle Donations...................... 224-8484

VWA Chapter 20....info@vva20.org ® 482-7396
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Between the Lines is published monthly by Chapter 20, Vietnam Veterans of
America. The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of Chapter
20 or the Vietnam Veterans of America, its officers, board of directors or the general
membership. No subscription fee is charged for this publication, and inclusion on
the mailing list is available on request. Between the Lines can also be viewed on
the Chapter 20 website at www.wva20.0rg.

We welcome letters to the editor, poetry, original articles and suggestions.
Submissions should include name and phone number and can be sent to Between
the Lines, P.O. Box 12580, Rochester, NY 14612 or emailed to kathy14470@msn.
com. We reserve the right to edit for space and clarity and to not use materials
we think inappropriate for the publication. Deadline for submissions for each issue
is the bth of the preceding month. Exceptions may be granted by contacting the
editor.

Between the Lines runs paid advertisements to help defray the costs associated
with publication and as a convenience to our readers. Chapter 20 does not endorse
any advertiser or guarantee satisfaction with goods or services provided.

'.@ﬂ@l Someone you
RLOOWEVERIN Crisis?
The VA’s

ans, their family members or friends.

Provides professional counseling 0 Vete

8TUE e Board of Directors, 7:00pm (Changed due to Labor Day)

10 THU e Membership Meeting

12 SAT e 7:30pm - Candlelight Vigil, Vietnam Memorial —
Highland Park

26 SAT o VFW Post 8495 Golf Tournament

(benefit for The Wall That Heals)

27 SUN e (old Star Mothers Day

NYS Division of Veterans” Affairs Launches New Website

In an effort to improve its electronic reach to veterans and their
families, the New York State Division of Veterans’ Affairs launched a
new version of its website. The new address is: http://www.veterans.
ny.gov.

Please bookmark the new, simplified web address to receive the
latest information on veteran's benefits, services and programs for New
York State’s veterans and their families.

Much of the new content is based on feedback from users of the site
(available through Google Analytics) and oriented on better information
surrounding veteran's education benefits and employment issues.

The new site features not only great information about the Post 9/11
GI Bill, but a veterans” education benefits calculator for New York State
to help veterans decide where their benefit goes the farthest in New
York. Check it out at: http://www.veterans.ny.gov/education.html.

On the employment side, the new site directs users to the New York
Department of Labor's Resource Center site for veterans, where they
receive Priority of Service in recognition for their service. Check it out at:
http://www.labor.state.ny.us/VETs/VETINTROPAGE .shtm.

Aside from a few ‘tweaks’ to still be made, the Division’s new site
is available for all to use. Individuals using the old site address will be
re-directed to the new site after about 10 seconds.

Reprinted with permission from the NYSDVA's electronic newsletter.





